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but from the nature of the 
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ned”, * COMMON Experience 
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| Gentlemen, -/ know | 


you can expect mo Pana- | 
garick from ſuch an | 


wafit perſon as 1 ackuow- 
ledge my ſelf to be. «And 


 methinks I alſo heai' all 


wen /ay, that that # 4 
bubneſs only for a lo- 
mer to perform. If the 
meanneſs of this Preſent 
be cenſured by ſome, | yet 
1 know you are more ge- 
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Reader,,,.... J | | 
HE 03s; DRE 5 of " 
',- ſmzll $ulk, that a Preface 
ſeem as nzedleſs and r1 cul as 
anIndex. In ſome few hours i: may be 
peruſed, and then both the dz figs pt the 
Aut/or and of th: Book may knoin. 
Tt may b- thou d:ſireſt to Fas # what, was 
the occaſion of the * following Diſcourſe. 
But I know no! if I beobliged ta. anſwer 
this and ſuch Ikz idl: qu: eſtions ; yet. to 
ſatisfie thy curioſity, know, that the Ar- 
thor was unhap ly cengared to congtſe 
with a Society of men, who frequ-ntl, de- 
bated this and ſuch like queries; | and 
moſtly he was oppoſed by che greater. | art, 
as maintainins an munrea onable Pojition. 
Whethcr their cha: -we 66. truz or ſalſe,"\is 4 
thing better act ecrmined by others -u1n50n- 
verucd, tan cithcr by then or me,\ I 
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The Preface: 


know very well their clamorous' calumnies 
and rogroaches, which fouce 1 cannot ſour; 
Tſnal.: cnd 'avor to ſught,- e45 ind:ed unwor: 
thy ty be rezard:d. Vu 

If: men of rood conſo ——_— diſlike any 
thing in the Diſcourle, 1 promiſe them; 
upon, y. Information I ſhall ether endeavor. 
to ſatisfie them, or to reſt ſatisfied with 
what they ſay. Nay further, if thereta 
any tne in. it on iftent_. with Piety and 
Religion, freel y rect ut 3 for 1 perſwade 
thee (if the Aut or knew any ſuch) he 
world barn t5e Kook for its ſhe. 

But I hop: pou trial thre ſhall be 
found no harſh notion in it to offend the 
moſt ſquzamſh conſcience. For the opini- 
on I have relgs 'd 1s, in my jud ment in- 
confi iftent with the D:vine Goodneſs and 
Holine(s, reputnant to the freedoms of Hkt- 
mane Nature, and deftruitiv: of all law- 


ful means fr the preſervation of 4 mans 


life. Wal: as thit ſentiment I embrace, 
begets in mens minas, noble and generous 
conceptions to promote r:al Pity and Re- 
L:gion, and to ſhun all manner of wicked- 
neſs c and intemperance ; upon the account 
that Pucty is the m: ans to prolong oxr lives, 
aud wickedneſs the cauſe of our ſhort lives. 
And that this is no cheat or deluſion, the 
wiſe eſt of men hath | ft upon vicar, Pro.1r. 
I9, 


hisown death. * This brints tomy memd. 
ry the Þ(, almiſts advice; with which I ſpall 
conclude ; What man ishe that defiret;1 
life, and loveth many days, thar hi 


may ſee good? Keep thy Tongue from 


evil, and thy Lips from ſpeaking gnile,' 


Depart from evil, and do good. Seck. 
Peace, and purſue it. Burt the wicked 


and deceitful man fhall not live out half 
his gays. if 
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29. As righteouſneſs tepdeth to Life , | 
ſo he that purſueth evil, purſteth itt) 


keg” 


FILE 


na; ak o 
ACLs 


Ee inet” aaa 


EE SI I ITY, AO INNS 


(1) 
| ÞþÞÞÞPÞPPFÞÞE&H 
FSH +2459 5$92-++++++4 


/ 


PERIOD 


Humane Life: 


JOB 14. 5,6. 

Secing his days are determined, the 
number of his months are with 
thee, thou haſt appointed his bounds 
that he cannet paſs. 

Turn from him that he may reſt, till 
he ſhall accompliſh, as an hireling, 
his day. | 


His excellent Book of Fob 

j repreſents to us a plainand 
unqueſtionable inſtance of 

the various ſucceſſes all Humane 
actions are liable to, and of the 
promiſcuous adminiſtration of Di- 
vine Providence to particular per- 
19S, 
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2 Of ths Period 1 
. Here AVe- may read of Foils 


"6M and;flouriſhing candition, 


that he was. Tee ws eft of all the 
mer.o UT 0 his low 
d afflict , Poop. even to. 


a. Proverb.s-- 4; 1n-a iconditio'1 
that only pleadet pity and com 
paſſion ;1 a how again the Lord 
ble fied the' litter end of Job more 
than his beginning. ; 
From this yarious” xlminiſtrak | 
tion of-Providence, : men have ar 
ken occaſion to make divers. im- 
ferences. The {coffing Athei@ hath 
from thence wickedly.comcluded,” 
that God-havli,noeareof. Humane 
Afairs,” . IEG Gay; thei ſcof-. 
fers) had any care of .thjis:World, 
he, would never ſuffer thoſe n men - 
who have” corrupted? rheir ways 
by Treachery and'Deceit} to prof 
per-and enjoy An afAluetice of 7 all ; 
worldly. delights; whereas, the; 
vertuous and'godly man”, who, . 
takes heed to' his ways; tft he 


fin;and who throughout thewhslet . 
eQUCE _ courle |: 


/ 
Fad |] 
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- of Humane Tafes _ 3. 
courſe of. his - life hath; carefully 
ſtudied to, keep a confeience. vgtd of, 
offence. towards God" and Man, 15; 
notwithſtanding 4 man. of forrow,. 
and: acquainted with araef ;,. 4s; 
plagued: all. the.- day, long;,. and © 
cha, ened every Mornings and hath: 
waters | of . a . full Cup -wrung gut: 
to him. . It God (ſay they) core; 
cerned himſelf with Humane Af-; 
fairs, he would never ſuffer #hz" 
Tabernacles of ;Robbers to proſper, 
and the Houle of the, Upright to. 
be ruined and deſtroyed: ! _- -. 
'This is -without all cogtraditi-: 
on. 4. great. ſtumbling-block and 
cffence to the Blind; Atheiſt; and 
hath even been, a {ad trial. to the 
beſt of .Gcds : peoples; ,.zherefore 
aces the, way of ; the, wicked proſper © 
wherefore are "all they happy that 
deal.very Treacherouſly ? Was 4 
queſtion Feremy could hardly at. 
firt reſolve. And we find ; Fob 
and the Prophet Habakkuk very 
much puzled 'with it ; and' the: 
| Pſalmiſt 


4 - Of the Period ; 
Pſalmiſt plainly confefieth, that 
his feet were almoſt gone, and 
that his fleps had well nigh /lipt, 
when he ſaw the proſperity of the 
wicked, Plal. 73. 1h! 

To ſee bad men proſpering in 
their wicked purpoſes and under- 
takings, and good men anſucceſs- 
ful and fruſtrated in their juſt at- 
tempts, has been none of the leaſt 
Fopicks the Epicurean Atheiſts 
have made uſe of, in their exempt- 
ing this World from the Divine 
Rule and Dominion, It was th,s| 
ſingle conſideration that mage 
Cats ( who was once a Preacher 
of Providence ; how Orthodox,.I 
enquire not) accuſe che Dominion 
and Government of the gods, of 
inſtability and unjuſtneſs, that Ce-, 


ſar who tyrannically invaded the! 


Rights of the Commonwealth of 
Rome, ſhould be ſucceſsful in fb 
unjuſt attemprs ; and Pompey put 
to the worſt, and overthrown' in 
the lawful defence of his Coun- 
iy: 
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of Humane Life. F 
try : this tumbled him exceed- 
ingly. *Tis true, ſome few of the 
Learned and Sober Heathens did 
not thus raſhly fall foul-upon Pro- 
vidence ; bur very wiſely inferred 
the being of a future State, where 
the vertuous ſhall be rewarded,and 
the vitious puniſhed. And thoſe 
Holy men in Scripture, who did 
{ret becauſe of the proſperity of 
the wicked, quickly perceived their 
folly and error, and that the wick- 
ed were only fed like Sheep for 
the Slaughter; and as the Poet 
motions expreſſeth it , tollun- 
tur in altum ut lapſu eraviore 
ruant,s . 

Feb's Friends, though they did 
not dire&ly fall foul upon the 
Dtvine Providence, yet it is evi- 
dent they were of opinion, that 
God would never have afflited 
Fob with ſuch fad calamities, if 
he had been upright and ſincere. 
Remember ( faith Eliphaz ) who 
ever periſhed beins innocent? Or 


where 


6 Of the Period 


where were the - Righteons out 'off'? 


Ch. 4-7. Bildad tells Fob, If thin 
wert pure and upright, ſurely now; 


he would awake for "thee, xh,'$. 6, 


To both theſe Zophar ſucceeds _ 


with a charge as grievous and bit> 
ter, For thow haſt ſaid my Deftrind. 
is pure, and I am clean in thin? 

| A 
ejes: - But .O that God would ſpeak; 


and open his lips againſt thee, h.1%, 


UI, 45 Jo : 0 
Theſe were the Cordials Fob's? 


Friends afforded him, while as his 


afflicted condition pleaded pity . 


trom his Friends. Theſe accuſa-. 
tions were heavy; but he ſaw it. 
was needleſs to tell them, that God 
might deftroy the perfect .as well 
as the wicked; and although he 
would not -plead :zot guilty , for 
then he confeſſeth his own lips ſhould: 
prove him perverſe , yet he humbly, 
conceived; that it was a dangerous. 
principle toconcludeloveor hatred 
from any ſuch: outward diſpenſat 
Ons, Wy >> a. 0 
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of Humane Life. 7 

Therefore finding” all his' in- 
treaties 'rejeced,'':and* his plea's 
for his own defence lighted: ;* he 4q 
is at length forced-to beg' their 
ſilence, deſiring far rather toplead 


his cauſe with his- Maker, who 


could diſcern his” ſincerity';-' arid 
therefore having ordered his cauſe; 
ch, 13.18. and taken-an exa& and 
accurate examination 'of 'his for” 
mer ways, he 'begins his plead- 
ings for a my of his pre- 
ſent calamity, from. 23. which 
he-continues till interrupted by: 
Eliphas, ch. 15. and amorigſt the 
many arguments he-urgeth,” that 
taken from the determined Gays, 
and unpaſable-bounds prefixed to 
men is not the ſmalleſt: $2217 his 
days art" defermined, the' number 
of bis months are with thee; thow 
haft appointed his bounds -that he 
caunot paſs, Turn from him that 
he may reſt, till he ſhall accompliſh 
as an hireling his day. 


B Theſe 


nj Theſe 'y Obes being ths-gramnd 
gghe following Pitcourigs' 45 is 


byt.r£a{gnable,zh Jhould: ſpend 2 


tine ther: explanatipn.; 
EoaReeng 2 LIT hls: 1 FE" apghe?\niir 
Bly Iv 'T he word whygh; out 
Lranllatorsrxehder! feedrg; Is 118 
theArigitaaing which iomeEx- 
Paltors:think:is.ulkd by :way.ot 
qQuUACy3'' thiisg: Af 645 days be deter- 
ipdits, But the ContesF items 
to: Warrans ew -Vulgar: Tre fla- 
WAd,end their 6:00; danbt, but 
ds [yery, en pbatick,. taratgon- 
wins anoimphiert eration,” a 
Bia le (ery; ;PbQl BAY Ys ME F:the 
thing foriis:eer62gty isconfelled 
adbogkooyledged.-! Bute us | 


luf « &z thargherwords-ſhould-be 


rea by. WAR; quUEr F:g* yer 
there erage; daybts\that mult 
b@aremaveaelcilicirguarn ling. 
with our 'Fran{ation 56:val land 
iFÞextinent.." 4a It ſcems »6:be 
very evident, that it has theth been 
a received opinion, that+the days 


of 3 
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of Humand Life, -D 
of men are determined ; elſe Fob 
had never made ule gf this argu» 


. meat, in his pleadings: for a ceſſa> 


tion from trouble. ' 2. If Fob had 
indeed: doubted, that mans days 
were determined, it was no wile 
nor rational plea, —_— fince 
he was pleading with God, who 


| knew whether 'it were ſo or not x 


and ſince he might have made uſe 
of indubitable Topicks. But I paſs 
by this debate-as trivial, ' — 
His days; &c.* It 1s debated by 
ſome, why' Fob makes uſe of the 
third perſon, ' and not of the firſt; 
The reaſon ſome- give is this, be- 
cauſe the third - perſon uſed for 
the firſt, denotes contempr: and 
modeſty ; and therefore Fob in 
his'' low” ſtate is pleaſed thus to 
abaſe himſelf, eſpecially ſince plea- 
ding with his Maker. But this 
conjecture is not fully ſatisfacto- 
Ty, for Fob i ſeveral of his other 
pteas,makes uſe of the firlt perſon ; 
which methinks he would not 
Bs have - 


TO Of the Period, 
have done, if he had made uſe of 
the [third perſon upon the ac- 
count of the former conſiderati- 
on; therefore from the promiſcu- 
ous uſurpation of the perſons, we 
may cally conjecture? that when 
the argument he brings does in a 
more peculiar manner reach his 
own private condition, then.,he 
makes uſe of the firſt perſon 5_an- 
inſtance. of this we have «<<. 13. 
23, 24- &c. But now this argu- 
ment taken from the determined 
days, and unpaſlable bounds ſet 
to men, is a general one, whith 
all men as well as he might plead ; 
therefore he ſpeaketh inthe third 
perſon, yetalways eying his own 
condition. The like inſtance we 
find in the beginning of thig Chap- 
ter, Man that is born of a woman, 
rs of few days, and full of trouble, 
Here he ſpeaks in rhe third 
perſon, and not in the firſt, for 
to be of few days, and full of trom- 
ble, 15 the character of every man, 
Few 
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Few and evil (ſays Facob to Pha- 
rach ) have the days of the years 
of my life been, Gen. 4.7. 9. 

Are determined, 8c, This word 
in the Original properly fignifieth 
to dig, or cut thorow ; here it is 
to be underſtood metaphorically ; 
becauſe God doth as exatly know 
the number of mens days, as if the 
moſt accurate ſearch were made; 
*Tis true.in all humane determina- 
tions, it is reaſonable that conſulta- 
tion proceed. Some ſpace muſt in- 
tervene betwist their knowing of a 
thing and their determinations 
about it. IT confeſs, it is diſputed, 
whether the Humane Will -be of 
it ſelf a knowing faculty ? or it it 
muſt follow in its choice the dic- 
tates of the intellet? I wil inot 
diſpute this now;but there 1s truth 
in that general Maxim, 22-074 zuils 
cupido, But to fancy that there is 
any ſuch priority between the Di- 
vine knowledg and volition, 1s a 
groſs miſtake, irreconcilable with 
'B3 the 
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the Infinite and:Eternal petfeRtions 
of God : .whowno att & iftn, (as 


- they ſpeak ); comiprehendeth- and, 


willeth all future Events. __ 

' The number of ' his Months . are 
with thee, ec. This Phraſe holds 
out theſe two things : F:r/t, the 
Exa@neſs and. Infinitene(s of the 
Divine knowledg , and Secondly 
the Divine rule and dominion. 
Firſt ,, it holds out the Divine 
knowledg to be Infinite and Exact, 
The number of his months are 
with thee, That is, thou art a God 
whoſe. knowledg reacheth | the 
{malleſt portion of our time, even 
to months and days; thou alone 
knoweſt all thoſe circumſtances 
and-to know the particular portion 
of :ddys allowed to every man, 
does certainly require an infinite 


 andexa&t knowledge. I will not 


curiouſly enquire,what truth there 
15 in the pretended diabolical pre- 
ditions of future Events, -and 
whether Star-gazers from the Con- 
om junctions, 


| Jutiftions; nl oomreary - Alec 
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Of Celeſtial 'Bbdizs|"can' forete} 
the furute” number of: the'(daps 
and months' of 'rerreſtial and in- 


ferior Sublunary* beings :' at 


ing view of" this T wil[have-o&&t- 
ſion to take'#fterwirds;, at PM- 


ſent we 'reſt ſatisfied *with'iithd, 


that an exact and'compreheffive 
knowledgof our days'andmonths, 
is only the prerogative of him 
who holds our lives itibeing ht 
pretended knowledg any-Creature 
boaſteth -of , is- conjechural © and 
uncertarn, if not' ( as" frequeritly 
it is )-fiftitious, 'unleſs' when the 
Divinewiſdom forfome ſecrer;and 
to' us unknown ends, -reveals fb 
his creatures {uch-future Events. 
But Secondly, the Phraſe holdsout 
the Divine Rule and Domiriton, 
The number ' of his "months: ate 
with thee : that is, they are 1nth' 
power, thou may-{t'either proic 
or ſhorten the days of Men: aid 
Ithink' the meaning of this\ whole 
B 4 verle 


£4 -<- Of the Period, 
verſe is comprehended under thefc 


two heads,which I ſhall afterwards © 


diſtourk of at-more length. 
-'; Thow haſt appointed his bounas, 


-&c. It is notiFate or Fortune, -but 


the wiſe God who appoints to e- 
very . Man his time $5 now the 


WO 1's 4 


bounds ſet to Men may. be conſfi- © 


dered; under a_ two-fold notion. 
Firſt, As it ſignifies that common 
and ordinary Period which the 
God of Nature has ſetled, which 
Men by the common courſeof Na- 
bure may fulfill, -if no accidental 
circumſtance hinder : and it ſeems 
the Pſalmiſt only underſtands this 
common term of Humane Life, 
Pſal., go. 10, The days of our 
Jears are Threeſtore years . and 
Ten, and if by reaſon of Strength 
they be folrſcore ; 8c. or . Second- 
ly, It'may be underſtood in a more 
ſtrict ſenſe, as it is taken for the 
laſt moment of every individual 
and particular perſon; and of both 
theſe I ſhall more fully diſcourſe 


- after- - 
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of Humane Life. 15 


afterwards and ſhow , that the 


words ſeem to refer tothe common 
term of Humane Life ; or if they 
mean this particular term, in what 
ſenſe they are to be underſtood 
determined, appointed, &c, 
Theſe and ſuch like condeſcend- 
ing Phraſes, have been moſt un- 
happil;/ uſed, and ſadly miſunder- 
ſtood 1n the Schools. Some men no 
ſooner read in Scripture of Gods 
determining or appointing, but 
they inſtantly conclude a phyſical 
previous neceſſitating a&t, which 
inevitably and irrefiſtibly deter- 
mines Men : and this kind of de- 
termination they plead for in all 
caſes: ſo that Men even 1n their 
vitious actions are urrefiſtibly 
determined to doſo. Iknow no 
opinion which has rendered the 
reformedChurch more odiousthan 
this : would to God I could fay 
the Cenſure 1s cauſeleſs, and 
that I were forced to apolo- 
g1ze, for ſaying our Divines have 
erred 


£ 9” 
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erred in this caſe. - But alas. the 
op1nien 1s grown ſtrong, . and+not 
long {ince- © was not much. lels 
than Hereſie to condemn it : and 
even to this day 1t 1s the ſtudy of 
ſome Teachers, to-inſtill it into 
the hearts of their Hearers, For 
the correcting of this ſowre opini- 
oNz TI ſhall have occaſion to-add 
ſome things 1n this following diſ- 
courſe ; now I ſhall defire it. to 
be conſidered, that while we ſpeak 
of the Divine determinations, ap- 
pointment,8c. we ſpeak of things 
our knowledg cannot reach, the 
beſt conceptions we can frame 
to. our ſelves of the Divine voli- 
tions, are dangerous and imper- 
tet; our capacities in this lapſed 
ſtate are more narrow than we are 
aware of : and although they were 
raiſed to a higher pitch, yet we 
eaa never comprehend his way 
of working, who 1n all his-ways 
is unſearchable. *Tis truly fad to 
ſee the contending World fo feri- 
| ous 
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ous: and reſileſs itt digging thoſe 
deeps that are unfathomable, it 
were to be wiſhed that Men did 
not found their pretended know- 
ledg of the Divine volitions, on 
the baſis of their own filly voliti- 
ons and did not- argue from what 
we find in our ſelves to be the ſame 
in God. -*Tis true the Holy Spirit 
hath ''condeſcended to expreſs 
things ſuitable to 'our Underſtand- 
ing and mean capacities, therefore 
we read in Scripture of the Divine 
determinations,appointments,e*c. 
but yet to abuſe ſuch condeſcend- 
ing expreſſions, and to imagine 
that there were really ſuch purpo- 
ſes, and volitions in God as theſe 
we perceive in our ſelves: this 
were a hainous crime, - pray let us 
{atisfhie aur ſelves with this, that 
God in an eminent and tranſcen- 
ding manner doth theſe things, 
which we cannot do without will 
ing, decreeing, &c. 


That 
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 . That he cangot paſf, or as others 


render it, 4nd he ſball nat paſs, 


which Phraſe is not to be under- 
ſtood, as if the particular Period 
of every Mans life were ſo fatally 
fixed that he can neither ſhorten 
nor prolong it, for this is contra- 
ry/to many clear Texts of Scrip- 
ture, as ſhall afterwards fully ap- 
pear : but by this Phraſe, we are 
to underſtand the common term 
bf Humane Life, which is not 
ſo mutable as the particular, 
nor yet altogether ſo that 
it cannot be altered ; for God 


has ſtill reſerved in his own pow-. 


er the ſhortening and prolonging 
of it, And further, we muſt not ap- 
prehend that the particular terms 
of Humane Beings is ſo mutable, 
that God knows them not, agd 
cannot foretel the preciſe Perwd 
of every Mans Life, or that the 
Divine Counſel concerning things 
Future is mutable , no ſure, God 


has declared the contrary. 7am 
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of Humane Life. I9 
God, axd there is none like me,, 
(faith the Almighty.) declaring: 
the End from the Begittning, 4nd; 
from ancient time the things that. 
are not yet dones ſaying, my! 
Counſel muſt ſtand," and. 1 will do 
all my pleaſure, Iſa. 46:9. Two 
things there be which occaſion: 
men .to.. change their purpoſes: 
and reſolutions. 1, Their want. 
of Power to Execute | them. 
2. Their finite and ſhallow Know-, 
ledg, which cannot: foreſee thoſe 
futurecircumſtances whichrender 
their Deſigns ineffetual. But 
now there-1s no difficulty that can 
poſe the Almighty 5 with hins ail 
things are poſſible, 1t is the Prophets 
argument, zhe Lord of Hoſts hath 
purpoſed, ' who ſhall diſanull it * 
bis hand is ſtretched ont, and who 
ſhall turn it back ? 1ſ2. 24. 17. And 
further there is no circumſtance or 
condition that lyes in the dark 
and unſeen to him, whoſe know- 
ledg is infinite, and who, equally 

Ccom- 
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comprehends things paſt, preſent 
and to come; : Therefore : is it 
that men cannot paſs thele bounds 
efixed bythe. Divine foreknow- 
edg : But of this atterwards.: 
Turn from-bins,.\&c, Itisqueri- 
ed whether. Job here petitioneth 
a4 withdrawing, of Gods fupport- 
ing preſence,: and a. ceſſation by 
death ; ori a .ceſſation. .frem the 
affliction and-trouble he lay un- 
der: There: be Three things that 
plead for the' former [Jnterpreta- 
tion. ” 1. Becauſe the' word #4 
placed abſolutely ;  1ſignifieth. to 


ceaſe by death, i Sami 2, 5. 4nd 


they that were hungry ceaſed, 1.e. 
died. 2, Becauſe the ſupporting 
hand of Providence being remov+ 
ed; men return to the Duſt: Thou 
hideſ# thy face, they axe: troubled , 
thou takeſt away their Breath, they 
aye, and:.returys to their: Dutt , 
Pſal. 104-29, 3; It 1s:notincon- 
fiftent with-F.bs former delires , 
Ghap.'3. and '6: why died. 1 not 
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from the' womb ?' 'Why did 1 not 


give up the Ghoſt" who 1 came ont 
of the Belly: For now ſhould 1 have 
tien fill]. and been {| quiet; Þ 1 
ſbould have .( my then bad'1 
been af''[ reſt: JO that 7 might 
have my requeſt-;"*; dves ey it 
would pleuſe God to ArſtFoy me 1 
That the Phraſe can never ad- 
mit xthe- former /'glofs evidently 
appears: from the words immedi 
atcly-following', * for''if Fob had 
bee pleading tor ideath, - whiy is 
thatreaſon added;that he might 46> 
' Tr: 18 only thei . 
a Gallaticir from - his- grievous 
affliction that” he-:{0 earneſtly i In- * 
treateth;' as if he Trad ſaid, Lord; 
thy afflicting. hand 15s heavy, at 
what am 1 but weak Duſt;not ab 
to bear thy heavy Chaſtiſementos 
tmy*Soul -1s overburdened -with 
grief; and wilt thou ſet thy ter- 
rors before- me to affright mes 
hath-not poor man in this lapſe# 
ſtate; Troops of mileries attending 
him, 


22 . Of. the Period * 
him, from which he may expe&t 
no freedom till Mortality be 
ſwallowed tp in Life? And are not 
his few days labor and ſorrow, 
un and affliction ? And wilt thou 
to thoſe inſeparable evils,ſuperadd 
a burthen of pain more grievous 
and inſufferable* O do not mea- 
ſure out ſo diſmal a Condition to 
thy filly: Creature ! Make me not 
the obje&t of thy direful ven- 
geance, but in the midſt of wrath 
remember Mercy. Art thou n9t 
Goodnels it ſelf;and far more com- 
paſſionate thanthe moſt tender pa- 
rents And ſhall it be ſaid thou-haſt 
meaſured our ſo. acute torments 
to-vex thy poor Creature ?.:-1 con- 
feſs Perfetion is not the thing I 
plead ; yet may not I fay, it is 
not for my: iniquity , nor for-my 
fin, - that thou haſt aflited'me 2? 
And let this Conſideration, alſo 
prevail with thee, that my unten- 
der friends ſadly miſtake thy de- 
figa in affligting me;they conclude 
| it 
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of Humane Life. 23 
it is for ſome ſecret heinous crime, 
that thy judgements. are upon 
me: O that thou wouldit turn 
from thy wrath, that I may enjo 
ſomereſt,before I go whence lhal! 
not return ? | | 
This phraſe turn” from him, is 
ſomerimes taken in a very bad 
ſenſe. Thus we find the wicked 
ſadly characterized, as a people 


Z who deſire God to depart from 


them ; but as it is uttered by the 
people of God under the preſſure 
of afflitions, it implies no more 


'# but a ſerious defire that God 
2 would be pleaſed to remove that 
*Z burden. Now in ſuch innocent 
2 petitions there appeareth no 
4 crime; for it is certain, that - 
Z afflictions ſimply conſidered, are 
Z grievous even to the beſt of Man- 
3 kind: zhere i no afflittion ( ſaith 
Z the Apoſtle ) for the preſent that 
T 7s joyors but grievors. "Tis true 
Z impatience under affliction is an 
# excels which no excuſe whatſo- 
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ever can pardon : there are ſome 
perſons of ſuch haſty complexi- 
ons,that they riſe 1n paſſion againſt 
God- if they meet with the leaſt 
affliftion , juſt like that wretched 


man who ſaid, this evil is of the. 


Lord why ſhould we - wait any 
longer upon him: But thole peti- 
tions of the Faithful in holy writ, 
although at the firſt view they 
ſeem to be peremptory and abſo- 
lute yet they are truly qualified 
and ſubmiſſive;and at the-moſt,on- 


ly expreſs the harmleſs refent- - 


ments of innocent nature,that can- 
not but expreſs how contrary affli- 
ions are to 1t. | 
That he may reſt ; ut quieſcat ſe, 
pautulum, that his affliction being 
removed he may yet enjoy -a little 
ſpace to ſolace himſelf, till he ac- 
compliſh his day, I will purpoſe- 


ly decline the anſwer of that 


querie, Whether it is lawful. to 
with death when our condition 1s 
charged with a ſurpluſage of ca- 

p lamity 
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of Humane Life, 2F 
lamity ; for the brevity I defign 
will not ſuffer me- t&, ſurvey the 
difficulties of that caſe, only in 
the general I ſhall add two things. 
1.If the afMliction be violent fierce, 
and ſeemingly durable, rendering 
us uncapable of exerciſing any 
duty ; Iqueſtton not but common 
reaſon will fuggeſt to every ſober 
man, that in that caſe Death is 
more eligible than Life. Yer 2.ſince 
we are ignorant what God de- 
ſigns to us, by ſending us ſuch 
afflictions, it 1s our part to 
ſubmit to the Lords will, and ſay, 
Good 1s the will of the Lord, Thus 


and ſubmiſſively with Death upon 
the account of ſome acute trials, 
yet it is never lawful to be perem- 
ptory and abſolute in ſuch defires g 
for frequently: the happy event 
makes men conclude that 7t' was 
good for them they were afflifted.” + 
Reft, ec. Methinks the very 
ſound' of this word-j;. full of ra- 
_ viſhing 
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viſhing ſweetneſs and pleaſure,and 
yet to thoſe who are ſtated: in 
a condition' of W& and Miſery, 
it is bitter and harſh; asthe moſt 
raviſhing and pleaſant Muſick is 
in \the Yar of him who 1s ſad: 
thoſe who never taſted the Hogey- 
comb, know not its mr 4 : 
the men who have been always 
drudges and ſlaves, have no di- 
{cerning what Liberty is;and thoſe 
who from their birth have been 
accuſtomed to pain, know not 


their miſery. ſo ſenſibly. But to 
have onceenjoyed bleſſings,and on 


a ſudden to be deprived of them, 
' not only the unexpected Bange, 
but alſo their former happinels, 
adds to their miſery, and makes 
their condition more un{ufferable. 
If man had been. created to toil 
and labor, his eating of bread in 
the ſweat of his face, had been 
, No Cuxſe.: but to have been'placed 
in. bleſſed and happy ſtate, and 
- by his folly to be. hurled neo a 
ate 
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| ſtate gf miſery and pain, that com- 
- leats his calamity-, *and makes 
5 him ſenſible, how miſerable a tliing 
i it is to have been happy. 

S This ſingle conſideration ſeems 
: to add -very much to Fobs miſery, 
- his*condition was once more than 
: ordinary happy ; and the amiſſion 
S of the comforts he formerly en- 
- joyed, makes him pathetically:ery 
e F out } O that I were as in months 
n # paſt,” as" in the days when God 
tf FF preſerved me , but mow ( as he 
oO | fadly complains) they that are 
n | younger than 1, have me in deri- 
1 | fron. | 

e, | If Fob in this ſtate of woe had 
S> been perſwaded of the certain 
es | change of his condition, and that 
e. © His latter end ſhould be more bleſſ- 
ul # ed than his beginning, the expet- 
in *{ ed hopes of. this had ſerved to 
n #3 allay andmitigate his ſorrow, and 
ed F to render his caſe more ſufferable - 


1d F and ealie. It is the hops of reſt 
Z that puts ſtrength in the wearied 
C 3 tra- 
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traveller ; it was the expected re- 
ward: and , aſſurance of a future # 
blefſednels and better refurrection, - * 
which made thoſe Worthies Heb. 
11. To: cheerfully undergo :ſ{uffer- 
ing. "What the happineſs [of the 
Saints reſt 1s, I am notable tore- 
preſent, it being ſo far above any 
thing we can.in this- impeyfect 
{ate conceive or imagine, The ad- 
vamtages that attend our preſent 
tranquility and reſt, are many 
and great, which to enumerate . ; 
would be prolix and tedious : but 
if-ftom that, we ſhould frame to 
our ſelves an Jdea of that Ce- 
leftial Reſt, how 1mperfe&t would 
it be! any Reſt we enjoy here, is 
uncertain : an unthought-of cau- 
fality may impaar it, but the Reſt | 
that remains for the people of F 
God is everlaſting, there 1s no fear # 
of loſing it : Heaven 1is a place | 
free from trouble, and there is | 
nothing that can y imbitter that | 
pleaſant ſtate. 

ATI Phi- 
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Philoſophers. have a ſaying, 
that the. end of Motion is Reſt ; 
this 15 indeed true of all thoſe mo- 
tions and trials the ſervants of God 
meet'with ; the way to the King- 
dom 1s ſpread over with thiſtles ; 
thorow any tribulations we muſt en- 
ter into the Kingdom of Heaven: but 
thoſe Waves of affliction will 
quickly over; and when the day 
breaks, theſe ſhadows will flee 
away. This Winter will ſoon 
he paſt, and: the ſinging of the 
Birds will come; and Chriſtians, 
who by faith and patience con- 
tinug in well-doing, ſhall ere be 
long be placed ' in thoſe amhan- 
ſions of Reſt, that are -in' Zma- 
auels land. | 21 
_ * Alas, how inſenfible do we re- 
main under the . enjoyment of our 
outward comforts ! when we are 
bleſſed with food, liberty, and 
health, we are bur ſenſibly ſtupid 
and ignorant, what is the value of 
thoſe mercies ; 'but-if hunger ant 
__ want 


A 
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want begin to pinch »us, if our 
former liberty be hedged in, if | 
ſickneſs and pain ſeize upon us, | 
then we begin to gather ſome #7 
ſenſe, and we accule our ſe]ves for # 
our ingratitude to God. — 
Till he ſhall accompliſh as- an | 
Hireling his day: for the better | 
underſtanding of this fimilitude, # 
I ſhall in four particulars compare # 
. the days of man with the days 
of an Hireling , and in each. of > 
them make application to Fobs & 
"caſe, 1, The days of an Hirehng, | 
denotes a time, ſet, prefixed and | 
limited for the performance of i 
{ome- particular piece of ſervice , # 
and are. not the days of man allo 
allotted him for to do his maſters # 
buſineſs? We were not born to 
be idle and negligent, ſure God * 
had ſome greater deſign in the 7 
Creation of man than this :*' now Þ 
this particular quadrates very well 8 
with Fobs cale, and ſeems” to þ 
make the meahing of Fobs words | 
" a4 | oy 


of Humane Life. 3rL- 
torunthus; Lord, thou haſt gi- 
ven me a being,- and appointed 
me a work to accompliſh : but alas 
while Iam thus excruciated with 
horror and pain, I am unfitted. 
for thy ſervice, the ſiirpluſage of 
miſery meaſured out to me, dif- 
inables me to go about thy work, 
be entreated therefore O merciful 
Father to tura from thy diſplea- 
ſure, remove the preſent heavy 
calamity I am overburdened with; 
that I may yet accompliſh the re- 
mainder of my time in thy work 
and ſervice. 2, This ſet and fix- 
ed day of the Hireling is full of 
pain, labour and tail ; he is {poor 
wretch) both late and early at 
work, and ſeldom has he any in- 
tervalls of reſt, unleſs his Maſter 
be more than ordinary gentle and 
benign ; and when he is thus 1n- 
dulged a little eaſe, he muſt not 
with the ſ11ggard ſay, . O { hoc 
efſet laborare, he muſt to his work 
again, . for upon this depends his 
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payment; no Wages is the reſult 


of not working; and in lorhe 
caſes ſtripes ws. whipping is the 
fruit of negligence, And what 
is Mans Life : At the beſtſtate it 
is but ſorrow and trouble,till mor- 


tality be ſwallowed up in Life.Our 


ea{ures (upon which we put 
the higheſt value) are either pur- 
chaſed, or accompanied wjth pain 
and labor, If we bein a proſper- 
ous ſtate, our, minds are either 
diſtracted with care to make it 
more proſperous ; or with fears 


puzled and perplexed, leit it be. 


overclouded, and it we be in a low 


' and adverſe ſtate, we grieve and 


repine ; .nay knowledg, the moſt 
excellent of earthly pleaſares, 1s 
yetin the judgment of the wiſeſt 
of men, but vexation of Ipirit ; 
For in much wiſdom there is much 
Grief, and he that encreaſeth 
Knowleag excreaſeth Sorrow. The 
lite of Man is not unktly.compar- 
ed to Ezekiels Roll, which was 


R full 
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Full of woes. If one miſery or 


woe paſſeth, behold wr com- 
eth, as one Wave ſucceeds ano- 
ther. And by all theſecalamities 
we may learn what” an evil $1n 1s, 
the fruit of which are all thoſe 
calamities we meet with , 22 the 
ſweat, of thy face ſhalt thow ea# 
thy Bread till thou return untothe 
Grourd, And upon thus account 


; Job may be ſuppoſed to plead 


with God thus ; Lord, 1s not my 
time at beſt but lamentable and 
miſerable: And wilt thou ſuperadd 
to this inevitatle miſery, a ſurplu- 
ſage of pain and affliction ? O deal 
kindly with thy Servant who 1s. 
devoted to thy fear, Turz from me 
that I may reſt till 7 ſhall accom- 
pliſh as an Hireling my aay. 
Thirdly, True it 1s that the Hire- 
lings day is but Labor and Pain 
yet the brevity and ſhortnels 
thereof makes him regard it the 
leſs. It is but a day, and that 
will quickly be over and gone;and 
what 


If 


os 


HM 
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what is the Life of Man ? It is but | 
as a hand-bredth of a ſmall ex- | 
tenſion ; or like to a paſſing ſha- Z 
dow, which we ſcarce ſooner per- * 
ceive than it vaniſheth, Aan F 
that is Born of a Woman is of few 
days, he cometh forth like a Flow: | 
er and is cut down: his decaying | 
is within ſome few minutes of his | 
budding ;. as the Poet ſpeaketh of | 
Roſes, & dum naſcuntar conſenniſſe | 
Roſas, Now from this reaſon Fob 
- may be ſuppoſed to argue thus ; 
Lord, thou knoweſt how frail and 
| brittle Tam, and if thou contend 
thus with me, how quickly ſhall T 
return to the Duſt, I beſeech thee 
conlider that my time is however 
but ſhort, and let thy goodneſs 
appear in removing thy ſtroke 
away fromme, for Tam conſum- 
ed by the blow of thine hand , 
O ſpare me that 1 may recovers 
firength before 1 go hence, andbe. 
nomore, Fourthly, The Reſt and 
Wages the Hireling expecteth , 
makes 
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makes the accompliſhing of his 
day more eaſie and tolerable. The 
word rendred accompliſh, fignih- 
eth to will and delight in a thing 


# earneſtly ;- done optata veniat dies, 


= a day wiſhed and longed for, 


and much delighted in when it 


| comes. And indeed the ſtrength 
Z of the compariſon ſeems to lye 


in this, which makes the mean- 
ing of Fobs words to be this; Lord, 
now my trouble and: pain excru- 
ciats. and torments me, and my 
life is more weartlome to me than 
the Hirelings day can be to him, 
therefore turn. away thy wrath 
from me, that in the finiſhing of 
my courſe I may be as jovial and 
cheerful, as the Hireling is when 
his day is accompliſhed : and thus 
I have done with the Explanation 
of theſe words. 

The next thing I deſigned in 
this undertaking, is to enquire 
how the days of every Mans Life 
may be ſaid to be determined; _ 

whe- 
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_ whether the Period of every Mans. 
Life were -{o. fixed and bounded, 
that by his care, good manggery, 
and ule of the means, it cannot be 
extended. ;, nor ſhortned by his 
negligence, intemperance, Or ex 
poling of himſelf to Famine, 
Sword, or Plague, it 'is very 

-certain from this plain Text of 
Scripture, that the days of every 
Mans Life are determined: but the 

. manner how, is left unexplained : 
and this we do not learn from 
Scripture, And it were tobe wiſhed 
that our curioſity would forbear 
any enquiry into things that are 
tid : but alas our inclinations are 
{o wicked and perverſe, that ziti- 
mur in vetituim , We are always 
bent and eager in our enquiries 
after things of a myſterious alloy ; 
and God knows how miſerably 
ſome men have miſtaken in their 
enquiries after a ſolution of the 
preſent doubt: and if I could pro- 
miſe to my lelf to retifie thoſe 

+." =>. "ge 
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huge miſtakes ſome men have fall- 
eninto, this would be a ſufficient 
juſtification of my prelent under- 
taking, * 

But 1n order' to the unfolding 
of this doubt, I ſhall promiſe four 
things which will contribute to 
the better underſtanding of it. 

Firſt, There 1s no doubt that 
every Mans Life hath a Period. 
It ts appointed for all men once to 
dje's this is a warfare from which 
there-is no diſcharge':: what Mar 
i he that liveth and ſhall not ſee 
Death 2 As to this, the Prince and 
Peaſant ſtand upon even terms,and 
as the wiſe man tells' us, the rich 
and poor meet together:there is no 
juſtling in the Grave for preceden- 
Cy. I confels it were not worth 
the pains to conſider the trivial 
inftances, taken from the Tran{la- 
tion of Exoch and Elias, to in- 
fringe this poſition. For firſt, we 
are not to debate what God may 
do, he has a Soveraignty m_ 

is 
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his Creatures, and muſt not be 
called to give a reaſon 'of his ai- 
ons; all whoſe ways are tracts of 
wiſdom and goodneſs. Secondly, 
We know nothing of the manner 
of their Tranſlation : he who will 
poſitively ſay, that they. did not 
undergo that which is equivalent 
todeath, will ſay more than he 
can prove. I ami apt to believe that 
no ſober. man will fay, that they 
' entred their Heavenly Habitation 
with their unrefined bodies ; no 
more than thoſe who riſe at the 


ſound of the laſt Trumpet, in the . 


twinkling of an eye, are carried in- 
to Heaven without any change. 
Secondly , Tt is alſo' unqueſtio- 
nable, that Sin introduced this 
Period to every Mans Life , the 
primitive threatning runs thus, zz 
the day thou eateſt thou ſhalt dye. 


And the Apoſtle hath as plainly 


expreſt it as it can be, wherefore 
As by one Man Sin entred into the 
world,. and Death by Sin, and. ſo 
| Death 
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Death paſſed upon all Men for thaf 
all have ſinned, Rom. . 4:,12. where 
it is plain, that Death is a puniſh- 
ment inflicted for- Sin, ſo that if 
man had never ſinned, we have 
no reaſon to think he ſhould have 
died, I confeſs without Revela- 
tion, we could never have gueſſed 
this to be the cauſe of Death. The 
Heathen Philoſophers were ex- 

ceedingly confuſed in their notions 
concerning the origine of Sin, and 
the cauſe of Death: many of them 

thought that Death was a natural 

accident, originally appurtenant 

to Humane Nature, And indeed 

if Revelation had not declared 

the contrary, 1 had been fully ſa- 

tisfied, that Death had been no 0- 

ther thing but ſuch a natural ac- 
_ cident, but it is ſtrange that any 
man that has converſed with ſa- 
cred writ, ſhould be of this opt- 
nion. And yet we find, the Pe- 
lagians of old were great ſtick- 
lers for it : hence is it that the an- 
Clent 


Y 
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icrentFather$:and+ Councils have 
-condemngd itwwith.a Curſe: In the 
- Mflevitan Council:Can;:; 2: we 
:read'thus Placwt ; nt" quicungue 
}Aict, Adam:'primum hominem mor- 


galem faith, its ut ſfroe.,peccaret, 


-ftue: 08 ' peccaret, morererur_ in 
irorpore, hot eft, 'de corpore exiret, 
ou peccati 'merito ſed neceſſutate 
-nature, anathema ſit. 17. after-ages 
"the Scotiſts (:the moſt ſubtil of all 


'Scholaſtick-writers) inclined much * 
[to this opinion, ' againſt whom the | 


' Thomiſts (their irreconcuable Ene- 
 mmiies)tonk up the:cudgels:amongft 
modern writers the ſeemingly 
irational Secizians,have owned this 
-Sraundlefs conceit; But I cannot 
ſtay to debate this at length, only 
kt brief, 1f -Death had been natu- 


ral to mananithe ſtate. of Inno- | 


cency, it behoved to have been be- 
cauſe of theſe! following reaſons. 

1. Becauſe Adams natural con-, 
ſtitution implied mortality ; the 
Materials of his conſtitution were 

" not 
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mit To ataicable! as, to entertaina 
JaBing amity and friendſkip. 2. 
was te pruptive. precept, - be 
Jruitfw..:. 4nd multiply ; noW-AK iis 
Pplitnrothat procreation includes 
mortglity--4n\;its; notion ; and-far- 
chars deems. to.bs unconceivable 
bow this little Mapof Earth ſhoyld 
have wontained a, numerous mul- 
tiplyitig:; and, never:dying.  off- 
fſpringi'13, Humane Nature in the 
Zatel of: Innocency did (Mind in 
.needicof Meat and Drink, as is 
-plain fron. Ger. 1: 19. now. the 
.cad; af {gating and-drinking is not 
only to hold up,! but to repair the 
'deday$of our Bodies, which would 
-\danly return to duſt,if they were 
orrottliss genewed;and ſftrenghthen- 
kdydfDeith were only the effect 


 eokfmgind the Deyil were called: a 
-Mawderar from the beginning, be- 
-riphſe @f- his tempting our firlt pa- 
[iTants tpeat of the forbidden Fruic,it 
1a8titfellow; that ſince Chriſt came 
nn} me fins of theWorld, 
21. 2 


and 
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and to deſtroy the works of the 
Devil, that he alſo took away the 
wages of {11n, which is Death;; than 
which nothing is more contrary to 


daily experience. 5, Immortality - 


ſeems to be entailed only to:the 
Nate of future Glory, where Corenp- 
tion ſhall pat on Incorruption, aud 
Mortality ſhall' be. ſwallowed np in 
life: and thensthere ſhall be no 
more death, Rev. 21, 4. Theſe are 


the Ghoſt material reaſons I can 
find for the proof of this opinion, | 


in anſwer to which I ſhall deſire 
the Five following conſiderations 
may be weighed, = 
Conſid, 1. It is not to be doubted 
that the eternal wiſdom, furaiſh- 
ed our firſt parents with all theſe 
accompliſhments -their HYpecifick 
- nature could ſuffer : the ſignatures 
of Wiſdom and Goodneſs were le- 
- oible in the loweſt and leaſt regar- 
ed piece ofthe creationg; but in 
Man in a more eminentmanner 
conſpicuous. It is Ns 2m" 
: Ee 
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ble-forius .in-this-fallen fate, to 
conceive what:thoſe endqwments 
were,with which his inndcent con- 
ditiog was bleſſed; we have no rea- 
fon:to:think that there was any 
ar or diſagreement amongſt his 
faculties,or oppoſition and fight of 
ene quality with another. It was 
mans diſobedience that diſturbed 
the whole uniyerſe, and diſordered 


| gvery. part of it ;' while he was at 
| velbfwinh his Maker, he emoyed 


a ſerene condition, and needed not 


fear hurt either External or 
hn 


nal: then: all- the parts of his 
Body entertained a ſweet harmo- 
ny , and there could be nothing 
except 'Sin that ſhould have made 
any failure in his conſtitution, or 
made' a ſeparation between his 


- Soul and Body. But Sin having en- 


tred the World, every Part of the 
univerſe changed its face,and-Man 
who was Heavens favorite in his 
firſt mould, is now condemned zo 
eat bus bread in the ſweat of his 
3 face 
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Face till 12 hahubiel:wnio cuthe nt} | 


This” isall thabwd can tearnifgon 
Revelation- concerning” the-1 Fane 
duction of Death; {up ip oed 

other account iofiw; weretogive 
wp our ſelves t6-ithe ::divtates of 
our extravagane- fancies: and far? 
ther, -it 1s very: itareaſonableito ins 
fer thans mortatiey-fiomlhsaon- 
ſtitition, and: ſ&helevarth;. 
ly'-- unkf&wertkink it ally rarios 


a, that" perfectet” Beaarrabe - 
are of Globy''are not Bockeszidr: | 


ho ies Maniroge paler op 
ich 'tgbef 
pdf toSoriptline, borts: Rs Fob 
:Confid, 4, VFhe Phraſe Immors 
tal;-may:fall:ynder-a-dadble:ng- 
rin <'for FirfpJometimes ris Ta- 
ken ibfolytely; fi CO Urg. [1 being! 
Hp 9) (hich: Þ22 tbibe $7 roi 
ing; 'ad'Gihhiveniend';>: 
this ſehſ6, Immortality is: ſolety the: 
prer6gative 6f our Maker'y arid 
car never: be attributed toi any 
creature. © Secoxdly, Sometimes it 
62.45 :; as 5 


- 
” » 
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is raken' Condivionally:; ': and: {6 
undet- varions . confiderationss:it 
may be attributed eath&r;, -Airf, 
To-pertected Saints who are tated 
in:: Glory, -where>:the, primitive: 
Image loit. by mans fa}ll;;:1s renews 
ed and perfected; tad! of thoſe 
our- Saviour inthe Goſpel of inte 
tells us ;/':tharithey! cah 4ye 10 hrove 
Lake: :204::36, 0riSeronalys togur 


. firſt:parents in) the.State of lms: 
| Ueencys For:.ſo.:long;'as:they: ex 


mained: obedient to':thie: Laws:igf 
Heaven,Immortality was entatled 
upontheir nature z' tercthe tenaf of 
the primitive threataimng 1s, | 2 #4 
day: thon.' eateſt thereof thou fhalt 
dye: where temporglLDeatlr fees 
to. be threatned;: whieh-had been 
idle and vain if -men had>died-al: 
though they: had: neygr eaten the 
forbidden Fruit. I kig@iſomemen 
think that Sin only laid a necetlary 
obligation-upon men: to:dye.; :and 
provoked .God to remove that'Su- 
pernatural and Siuperadded quas 
= 8 D 4 lity 
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lity and pift, ' which preſerved | 
ol Fa fo Death. nn forr 
of men Dhave.no great quarrel, 
although I think that Gad could as | 
eaſily have made mans 'canſtituti- | 
ON f laſting, ahd the conſtituent | 
. parts of his fabrick ſoa harmoni- 
ous, '\that.he ſhould-have never 
dyed if he had not finned, as to 
create a ſuperadded being to pre; 
ſerve him ſafe... For reaſon would 
plead,that that ſuperadded gift re- 
quired another, 'and for in- infini- 
Fw. FIT OIRYT 3% ; 

".-Bur farther, 'ris very-unreaſona, 
ble to infer mans pero ins from 
that precept? be frwtful and multi. 
ply;for although in fonieſenſegene- 
ratio wnius oft alterius cotfuprio, yet 
the Rate of being, even ſince the 
fall, (to which that axiom hag only 
reſpe&)is nit ſo brittle, as that the 
production of the Child infers the 
deſtruction of the Parent,” 

' Neither doth that curious query 
Eancerning the place for that ſup- 

| 48 polgd 


bk, 


of Humane Life, 47 
poſed numerous off-fpring, carry 
with it:more reaſon ,, fox Firſ#, It 
is not to be doubted; but tht Wiſe 
Creator who gave being to Man, 
knew well enough how to provide 
an Habitation for - his off-ſpring.' 
Secondly, the Precepts be Fruitful . 
and Multiply, carries with it a 
Limitation, and repleniſh the. 
Earth, fo that we can never well 
conclude from it, that Genera-- 
tion ſhould have continued after 
the repleniſhing of the Earth, But 
Thirdly, What ſuppoſe this little 


- Mapof Earth had not been able to 


contain ſo numerous an off-ſpring, 
could not God have Tranſlated' 
Man after he had lived ſome ſpace 
upon the Earth to ſome-better Ha- 
bitation, as he did with Ezoch and 
Elijah *? f 

Confid. 3. Though- Man in the: 
ſtate of Tnnocency ſtood in need' 
of Meat and Drink, . yet his nutri-- 
ment was not noxious and hurt- 
ful tohim, as now itis, It n 
or 
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for Mans diſobedience that a Curſe 
was upoptthe groifad,betore which - 
there was tear of hurt from the 
Fruit. of the Trees, and the Herbs 
of. the. Field ;;;! (which ! were. the 
only, things; granted. to; Meg: for 
Foodiin that :fate.) And indeed 
if we but conſider that even in this 
fallen ftate, there is a huge diffe- 
reace-between the Lives of: thoſe 
who.live-ypon. wholſome. Food, 
and;obſervea moderate Diet.; and 
of thoſe :who./are carcleſs.in their 
Diet, ang feed-upon Hisks:;. 
Reva but thipk the former « Con 
ration , xeaſonable:,.' efpeciglly 
ſage that bleſſed ſtate excluded ; all 
manner of ex6els. i): © | 
Cpxſid. 4orfareat. andManifold 
| x6:the. bleflgd: henefits: that- are 
conferred upon Mankind + upon 
the; account; iof: his Redeemer : 
_now.-Man,, who was at odds with 
his; Maker npoRt. thy aeCouot of 
his Rebellion, . is Agalgpraten into 
aVOE and the diſobedicat\World 


ct 15 


0 HMareCifo. £& 
js rezonbiled:unto G0d;:':Andials 
choupvthobeingotfin ignot quite 
4boldhed;;yer the:Cuffens removy4 
ed;.arid Death is nut/properly:now! 
apunihment.”! {2 1077 noo 22 
": Conſid;g;:Immortalicy:conjoyns 
ed with-a ſtate of perfect telicitygis 
reſerved for- Heavens torouritgs 
In'the;ftate! of: Innocencyeour firſt 
Pareats' were liable to-Death 16 
they rebelled; buvthe Saitms:abova 
are catfifined it their Bleiſediſtates 
and azio0e Tord-Chiit uti us,zhef . 
6anidjtadnare BUithismyuch may 
fufficaforithe remowdngrhe former 
doubts.9»r 39! 3ud  ; 1933zm Jo 
+ TheTh#/dthingli premiſe vis; 
that ltis:; vi#y 1alfiabÞiid. Scripture 
as OW ll Fjanudges,inu pur 
the WHbleſfomerimmestd'thoParts | 
thus Muniis ſaid-t0/ dye, to ceaſe; 
to ber1Mortal.} becauſe;.the: Boi 
dyvi8 rleable' to Corpaſaion and 
{2 


not thaticthe whole Man, or; -alt 


the. Eſſential '/ conlituent .'parts 
ceaſe, > And thus when weutputa 
Sf} Ccon- 


6d». 12 


"450. x perind.. 
_—— the - Period: of: ;every 
Mans Lifez: we muſt not'fooliſhl 
fancy that d Poriod ; 5-put tothe 
being of the. Soul, | but only; that 
its union with the body is ilol- 
. ved: otherwiſe - A iional ſtroke 
would be: given-to our Religion , 
- and: what would become of the 
'vextuous*::Tconfels it is very hard 
- and difficult to demonſtrate the 

unmortality. of our Souls! by na- 


i, *Y Kita 


tural reaſon *TS, true, hy reaſon 
Er peive.thae. our Nagres are 


ſpiritual, -and : 
which ap "poo ho | 


= is-& Laf {2 IS; 
velationhad+nor- ws hs | 74 js 's 
ed it. The Hearben-: 
_ very wiely | npiiained 
me: hopes. ofa Life: alt'rehis ; l 
pan moral argument 


_ the goodnelsot God ,and his juſtice 
v3 wrbagns Rewards-afid Pu- 
| ——— 


ut alas hoy? doubt- 
4 ful 
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full were their hopes, / and with 
how much heſitation did-they dif 
courſe 'of it ! But - by the help 
of Revelation, theſe 'doubts-'are 
fully removed, and we now know 
that there' is a Reſurrection from 


' the dead, and that the Souls of Be- 


lieversat death go.immedaately in- 
to glory. CRIT DENT 

Fourthly, Becauſe the explica» 
tion of terms is very neceſſary 
for the unfolding: of doubts, I 
ſhall conſider the twofold notivit 
and acception, the-Pertod of Hu- 
mane Life is lyable to. - 1. . Some- 
times it is taken ina large ſenſe, 
for that common and ordinary Pe- 
riod which the Author of ournx 
tures hath | ſetled, which Men 


by the common courſe of nature 


arrive. at : Now many learned 
Men upon good grounds think that 
this is the determined bounds 
mentioned in Scripture. 2. Some- 
times it is taken for the laſt mo- 
ment of every Mans Life at what- 

ever 


4.5097 NE he de : 
"to he” 
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32 te nerd 
ti ir bxppenerh >” »>xhether 
in-'the-Reginving 7c £7 Mans 
rrovya or 4. In'ithe mIgt Bf; his 
days; ' thus:ithe Plaliniſh are 4 
that God wonld':not cub biam 
the midſt inf i days. Oro? hen 
Men-cometebe of|a gooc told Age 
and full of years; as n:is ” kidrof A+ 
braham, he died in a good, Wd Age, 
0 Old Meakuatd. ful Hes Gen. 
Fs ? « Oey WAN. NC 
That; chime: is fuck: @#cothmon 
Period of Humane Life.ſeenis to 
be icertain- and indubite;hle; | we 
evidently enough percyy'7e-: that 
Men in the Age and place ijyherein 
we live,:iexcecd not.(ttnlefs:xarely) 
the boutids-fixedupon 2a% 90.10. 
"The days of our. years 'a1g Three- 
ſaare years. und; Ten, and if. by rea- 
fon of more firength they yer Zowr- 
-ſedre ; years; 7+, And 1f-we-thall 
:Gefvend 'to.ithe Confidex;tion 'of 
other Animals: and 'Yegitables , 
-we will-find-It true : erough-tht 
rhe individuals'of ne. 


nature, 
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nature., thave a;cobmmon Periad 
which: doth- not ' ſeaGbly alter ; 
but where there ts a manifeſt diffe- 


rence of the climate; temperature, 


and ſoil, Again it is very: un- 


queſtionable that this common Pe- 


riod hath not beenequally extend- 
ed.in all Ages and places. *Tis true 
for imany. hundred years by-paſt 
it hath ſuffered very little altera- 
tion, but ſure from the beginning 
it was not ſo, nor canwe upon:any 


good ground be aſcertained that 


it will continue the ſame that it 
is now , till the end of all fleth 
come.” Though 1 will not poſitive 
affirm that Mens Lives will be in- 
ſenſibly ſhortened,till they become 
uncapable for procreation. : 
But. to determine- what hath 
been the common Period of Hu- 
mane Life in by paſt-ages of the 
World, is a Theme very difficult 
and hard: for 1. Although from 
Avrahams time till this prefent Age 
it hath altered but little or nothing, 
as 


{ FL 
Fo : * 
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as we may collet from Ger. f 5, 
13. and 16. where a genefatich is 
equalled to an Hundred years! (as 
the Verſes collated make it e;i- 
dent; ) yet before the Flood and in 
ſome few Ages following it, this 
common Term was not concludd 
within the ſhort bounds it is now! 
although then it was indeed &&- 


ceedingly mutable. Before the'fa- C- | 


tal Flood we read not of any who 
lived not* above ſeven Hundicd 
years, (unleſs 4bel! who was miay- 
dered, and Emch whom + Y 
to himſelf: ) nor of any. who «&x- 

ceeded nine Hundred ſixty ai1d 
nine years. Now the common Þ'e- 
riod not being ſo denominat:d 
from ſome few particular inſt - 
ces, but from what happens to the- 
moſt of Mankind in every Aje 
who dye a natural death, we m 1; 


ſuppole that Eight Hundred years a | 


was the common Period before 
the Flood, , But then after tl; 
Flood, the mutability of this colt 

nv n 
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mon Period is conſpicuous ; for in 
the next age after the Flood, it 
| was cut ſhort two hundred years , 
# and in the next three ſu 

enerations it was' abridged to 
our hundred years ; and 1n the 
three ſucceeding ages to the for- 
mer it was reduced to two hun- 
dred years ; and in Abrahams time 
& it ſeems not to have beenextended 
Z to an hundred years. fl 
2 .. In. reducing the Life of Man- 
g kind into thorter bounds now than 
it was in the infancy of the World, 
the Divine wiſdom and goodneſs 
do very plainly appear: for 1. Al- 
though it is true that Sin was the 
cauſe of Miſery, yet it is manifeſt 
that as Men began to multiply, ſo 
& they became more corrupted ; and 
$ as the Earth was repleniſhed with 
& Men,fo with multiplyed Miſeries ; 

| F=nd thoſe not only particulir but 
common, War and þloodſhed.ſlave- 


ry and toil, pains and diſeaſes, 
were in the firſt ages of the World 
E very 
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very rare and fiogular ; now rf eſe 
are ordinary and-common 5 and 
is* Ad not then'a/proat- emevey-[harl F: 
px of ourht&are few, vince - vince 
© ful ull of evils? But 2, Mb li liz 
Deg as long now'as'in the firſt, ages 
of th&Wortd;:a Land would; not 
beable to contaih its inhabitafits if 
and this is # far! greater inch vol 
fitetice and difadva tage, thairthe 
ſhortening the Teaſe of our bing 
can be fu ppoſed to be. Inth i 'Arlty 
ages of” A 'Workd; ''the'liy i of 
R were extctded \that the jarth | 
ht be repleniſhed ;- ahdMir-'i 
ee plain, ' th#t'this convent, P 
d' was ſhortened: hr 
Mar muſtiplyed. 'Teonfels 55 } 
threatens ' to deflroy abi: 
rants 'of a Tand 'for their &'anſ? 
Frefions ; 'it-wias becauſe Meg had! 
corfupted themſelves, that Ge js 
brought a Flood 'of- waters: upon 
the World: and yet the TMrvine| 
Juſtice ' wis accompanied, with! 
aſtoniſhing goodnels ; for he - did} 
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| not (as juſtly he might have.):in- 
! ſtantly- cut off that perverſe gene« 
ration, but he gave them the ipace 
= of an Hundred and Twenty years 


1168 to repent, Te#-( faith; (God) bzs 
6 days ifhali be an Hinared and 


Tweuty years, Gen, 6. 3. Thatis, 
| although this be;a;-perverſe and 
corrupt - generation, yet becauſe 
Man 1$ but. fleſh, :L will give-him 


inog7 this time to repent of his wicked» 
"Arty nels;.and if notwithtanding, he 


willnot-after ſuch warting mend 
his manners, I-will deſtroy him 
I. know many karned Men think 
that God here. only: threatens; ito 
ſhorten the common-- Period: of 
Mens lives, and: that it ſhould be 
contracted within the; bounds: of 
an Hundred and.twenty years;:but 
this expoſition. is not agreeable to 
the experiences of ſome ages next 
following the Flood,in which Men 
lived much longer than an Hun- 
dred and Twenty years. 


E $ But 


E 1 Mo 
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- But they ſay,God uſes not to a'- 
ticipate his time in bringing jucg- 
ments upon a nation or. people;: 


to which I anſwer, it is very trye; 2 
but methinks men have no groum1 | 
to'think, that in the preſent cis | 


God anticipates the time in brirg- 
ing judgements upon themyfor 'ye 
cannot think that Noah was con - 
pleat five Hundred years old, wen 
God threatned. to deſtroy the 


World. And indeed any Man who : 


is but a little acquainted with | 
the Jewiſh cuſtom of reckenn1ig | 


of years, knows how uſual it' is 
with them, to-name the greajr 
part of any — for the whck 

St. Auſtin 1s ſo C 

rather ſet it down in his "_ 
than my own: J7ztelligendum 


quingentorum annorum efſet N 


il. C. quadragintos offoginta Uife | 
annos agerer, quos more WL Scrip- 
tra quinoentos Vicat , nomine \to- % 
Fins maximanm partem plerum ue | 


. fen fi 


ear 1n this, |'le 
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hoe Deum dixiſſe, cum circa fin tm | 
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| ſignificans, Aug, de Civ. Del, lib. 
IF. C, 24+ 7 | 
| Thus much I have ſpoken of 
” the common Period of Humane 
© Life, in reſpe& of the ages of the 
E World. I ſhall now add a little 
| concerning its changeableneſs, in 
reſpe&t of places: and I confeſs 
in this caſe it is ſo variable, that it 
is a hard matter to. pitch upon 
7 particulars; only in the general 
® it is certain , that this common 
Z Period is not the ſame in all pla- 

ces: in a temperat climate this . 
common term 1s extended ; but 
where there is an exceſs of heat, 
or an unconſtancy of the weather 
in thoſe places this common Pe- 
-E riod is ſhortned; 
Z Burt.paſling this I come now to 
# conſider the particular-Period of 
Z every mans life: there be two 
3 ways it is commonly taken. 1. As 
© it implies the diſunion of the 
y parts, by reaſon of the excels of 
# ſome one quality or other : or 2. 
F E 3 as 
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25-it implies. the Period of Hu: 
mane Life whatever way it 1s ©C- 
caſioned, without any relation ei- Þ 
ther to thedefect, or excels of {4-y # 
quality : . and .thus the learfied Þ 
Epifcopius / ſtates the caſe in his 
fixſt Epiſtle-to Fo. Beverovic'ng, 
But to make this yet more-pl; in, 
I ſhall conſider that text, 1. ,Sivp. 
36. 10, As the Lord liveth "the 
Lord ſhall: ſmite him, : or his \dayf! 
ſhall come to dye, -or he ſhall deſcend 
z#to battel andperiſh. Though Dividi 
was anointed King, yet.he 'd: rſt} 
not ſtretch. forth his hand aga'nit 
the Lords anointed;neither wc ld 
he permit Abiſhaz, (who inccnk- 
deratly offered ( to do it ; knowing 
none could do ſo and be gffilt: 
tels. Therefore he comforts 'and 
ſolaces himſelf with this conlide-# 
ration, that God ſhould rid hir1 off 
Saul one of thele three ways! 1. 
By ſmiting him with ſong di-E 
feaſe, and now to what a number-# 
tels number of diſeaſes are our | 
ſeail 
'* 
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Frail natures incident © variety of 
maladies prey oponIfral many 42 
millions of mileries atfend hum. 


1 Þ 


y the Peſtilence walketh at wop-day, 


- 


"A 2nd the Air which he breathsmay 
"his blow. out the. ſpark of his life, 2. 


Or his day will come ; that is, j or 
hewill dye a natural Death, now 
Saul was well-tricken 1a :years, 
and he knew: that by the courle of 
nature he could not-live long... 3. 


J i Or he ſhall deſcend into battel and fe- 
9148 1:/:That is.1f ſome diſeaſe cutthim 


not off, : or if his day.come not, yet 
he ſhall be expoſed to a violent 
;Death,or he ſballdeſcerd into battel. 
Sometime a violent Peath is pure- 
ly caſual, thus it, was with, zhoſe 
eighteen upon whom the Tower in S1- 
loam fell, Luke 13.4: .Sometimes 
it, is only improperly caſual, 2s 
when: one of two equally expoled 
to'dangrr is only killed: .and fome- 
.times 1t is only -and properly .yio- 
lent,luch was Sau/s.death;fuch was 
-Achitophets and Hamans., 1 

E 4 The 
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| The way to this diſcourſe |in 
hand being thus far cleared, I ſtall 
now proſecute the defign of ug 
this method. x, I ſhall ſet downſ® 
thoſe - erroneous opinions into 
which ſome men have unhappily 
fallen in their enquiry for fat 
faction in the preſent cafe, - 21 
fhall lay down the two commog1|fi 
opinions that offer faireſt for {@'- 
ving this doubt. 3. I ſhall attemjt 
a full and ſatisfactory anſwer : aj 
laſtly T thall conclude with for iz 
refle&tions upon the whole Fi 

courſe. =» 
_ T begin with the firſt to givea'1 
account of thoſe erroneous ſenti; 
ments ſome men have unhapptilj 
embraced in theirenquiry for ſatis: Þ 
faction in this matter. And tha; 
I may ſhun tediouſnel(s, I ſhall ie. 
duce them to the two fgllowing | 
heads. 1. Some have fooliſ-ly F 
imagined that the Period of Hu: | 
mane Life is fatal and neceſſary, # 
2, Others upon the contrary ex; | 
4.4 w- crea, | 
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tream,haveasgroundleſly thought - 
that it is altogether fortuitous and 
—_— | 

Amongſt thoſe who aſcribe eve- 
ry thing to the diſpenſation of a 
ſure and inevitable deſtiny, the 
Stoicks have been always reckon- 
ed the chiefeſt combatants, It 1s 
well known that thoſe ſtupid and 
ſenſeleſs Philoſophers did teach , 


- that all effets were neceſfarily 


produced by the natural order and 
ſeries of cauſes, which were from 
the outgoings of Eternity inſeper- 
ably chained together ; ſo that 
neither Humane induſtry, 'nor the 
Divine power could alter what 
ſuch a conjun<Rt1on of cauſes was to 
produoe. 

That Humane Induſtry , care, 


and good menagery, cannot alter 


the decree of Fate, the Stozck 


moraliſt Sexeca very fairly con- 
teſleth, i 


Fats 
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Fatis agimur, cedite fatis ©. 
Non ſolicite poſſunt cure 
Mutare rati ſtamina fuſi, 

Seneca 198 » Ocdip, \ 


_ The ſame Sexeca alſo affirms, 
that the ſupreme being is ſoſtrict-\ 
ly tyed to the Sempeternal ſeries '\ 
and order of Caules, that he muſt 
follow,but cannot gain-ſay what is | I 
thus eſtabliſhed. Quic quid eſt quod | 
nos fic vivere juſſit, fic mori, eadem*. B 
neceſſitate Deos alligat,. irrevocabilis | q 
humans ac Divina pariter cur (yes ver \; 
hit. Sen. lib. de provid. 5. I? 
There are two very he: i 
Authors of great name and tame, || 
who wt many other bad opi- | «| 
nions, have recalled this Staical i 
Dream, which was long fince re- "8 
jected, the one is the Famous | | 
Mr, Hobs the other the ſubtil Au- | | 
thor of that Book, entituſed' Trac- | | 
Fat us Theologico policitus : Both 4 F 
which 1 may perhaps have occa- |} 
tion : | 
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ſion to examine more particu- 


larly. : 

But if all things were thus eſta- 
bliſhed by a fatal neceſſity, ſound 
reaſon would ſuggeſt to ſoberMen, 
that it were a needlel(s thing for 
the Sick to call for the Phytians 
aid. And indeed Cicero very in- 
geniouſly confeſſeth this: $2 fa- 
tum tibieſt ex hoc morbo convaleſee- 
ye, five tu medicum adhibuers, ſive 
non adbibueris,' convaleſces, +-----$t 
fatum tibi eſt nou convaleſcere, ſive 
medicum aahibueris , fue non 
convaleſces, & alterutrum fatunt 
eſt, medicum ergo adhibere nihil va- 
let. Cic. lib. de fato. And although 
Seneca thinks he has fallen upon a 
very good anſwer, yet it 1s truly 
never a whit better. Cum ſanit as 
(1nquit) -videatur de fato debetur 
medico, quia ad nos beneficium fats 
per hujus mans venit, lib. 2. nat. 
cap. 35. By which means the 
Phyliitian 1s as fatally detexrmin- 
ed to preſcribe the Cure, as the 
Sick 


. 
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Sick Mans recovery is Deſtirat- 


ed. iN} 
The Ages in which theſe Men 
lived being dark and blind, we 
_ as much to pity the'r 
eaſe, as corret and reprehegd 
them. It is our happineſs ti1xt 
we are not left to the condu&'of - 
natural reaſon; and would God 
our thankful acknowledgmeii's 
. were anſwerable to. the greatnzs 
- of this Bleſſing. I ſhall not nee1 
to ſtand in rejeQing this Dreairt, 
I think the hazards this ſpecuja- 
tion hath expoſed ſome of its Jo. 
vorites to, will be forcible enoujgll 
to affright others from embraciy; 
it, I remember I have read of 
ſomg whom this conceit had'ſo 
far diſtracted, that they did ci{f 
away their Swords and other weg, 
pons when their Enemies > 
proached : Saying, If it be our Fae 
to dye, to keep our Weapons wi} 
never preſerve us from Death. Tis 
alſo reported of the deluded 44-. 


Fr 
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humetans, that in Battel they take 
courage from this, . that they are 
no ſooner Born,than Fate Seals up- 
on their Forcheads, how long they 
ſhall Live, and what death they 
ſhall dye. Alas who would not 
pitty Men thus infatuated and be- 
witched! Surely, as St. Auguſtte 
excellently ſpeaks, S7 cor tuum non 
eſſet fatuum, non crederes fathm, 
Tra. 37. 10 Joh. 

Next the Stoick ftand the Star- 
gazers and Aftrologers, who attri- 
bute the ſhortneſs or extenſion of 
our Lives to the bad or benign Af- 
pe& and Conjun&tion of the Stars 
10 the time of our Nativity. 'Now 
alrhough I deny” not that the Hea- 
vens have an influence upon 1nfe- 
rior things, yet ſurely this ſecret 
and occult dominion Star-gazers 
plead for, is ſo manifeſtly croſs to 


reaſon and dayly experiences, that 


no man in his wit will affirm it. 
The Prophet hath long ſince ad- 
viſed us, not to be. diſmayed at the 

| fans 
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ftens of Heaven ; adding, the Ag 1- 
thens they are diſmayed at they, 

Fer. 10.2. Asit it had been oh,y 
peculiar to the Heathen part of the 
World, who were ignorant of Gyds 
Providence, to believe the vain 
predictions of Aſtrologers.' Baby- 
box was upbraided: for her-tryit- 
ing Aftrologers, Star-gazers, and 
monthly Prognoſticators. ſz. 47. 
I3- Thele Men . confidently prz- 
ſumed to foretell the time of Mx,1s 
Death,and theealily deceived m itt 
titude gave a ready afſent'to what- 
ever they ſpake : So eality a matter 
it 15 to 1mpole any thing upon * he 
belief of the vulgar, The Pa xy- 
fer as fooliſhly pretendeth,' tat 
God hath ſealed upon every Mans 
Hand how long he ſhall live, id 
that obferving men(as they wid 
have us believe they are) can tjy- 
derſtand this by the lines ard 
draughts in 'the palm of te 
hand. And or proof of this 
they aledg. Fib 37, 7. Whke . 
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it is {ad ,- 'he'ſealeth up the hand 
of every. Man, that all Mew may 
know'' his work, ' But from this 
place no ſuch thing can be col- 
lected :. for E/zhw is there taken up 
in | expreſſing the - greatneſs of 
Gods works, and the Divine pow- 
er in commanding the Snow and 
the Rain, ſmall and great, to be on 
the Earth , and he addeth, be feal- 
eth up the hand of every Man. \ 
That is, | when Snow and Rain are 
upon the Earth, Men cannot labor 
and toil ; their hand isfealed up, 
they cannot work. | 
Epicuriss and his followers could 
never be reconciled tothis opinion, 
but yet the account they give of 
this-matrer is every whit-as extra- 
vagant and irrational : they being 
equally unhappy in the account 
they give of the beginning and Pe- 
riod of Beings. EN 
 Theaccount theſe: Men give of 
the original of Beings is ſo incredi- 
ble, thar no rational Man can have 
| any 
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any temptation to belieye it; byt 
this belongs-not to the preſent dil: * 
courſe. I ſhall therefore only co 
fider what they ſay of the Perigd 

of Beings ; and briefly their opj- 

nion is, that it is no more but the 

caſual and fortuitous ſeparation 
of thoſe particles of Matter that, 
were united by a happy chancet 
and hir. | Al 


This error is of an Old Date, 
and had long ere now paſt pre- 
ſcription, if it had not been {6 


ſaitable to the humors of bad! 
Men. The Sadwcees, whoſe Religt:, 
on it was to contradict the Pha+” 
riſees, were very great ſticklers fo! 
this Dream : Some Men have con:; 
fined the Divine providence t/}: 
the Stars, and plucked'out ſublup* 
nary Beings from his immediatg. 
Rule and Dominion; Cicero could | 
not be perſwaded that God had; 
any knowledg, of things contin; 
gently future. Some to mend the#: 
mattcr,confeſs God may know the. 

gene, 
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general kinds of things, but they 
will not allow rhathe knows eve- 
ry particular. For this they ttink 
1s inconliltent with the im mytabi- 
lity of the Deity But others have 
been more illiberal in their con- 
ceſſfians;thinking itenough it they 


| you that:God hath a care of Man- 


ind;although he never regard leſ- 
ſer matters :' and that, X gan 


| Carat mazina Det, fortune 'parua 


relinquit, 


By means of theſe'wild conceits 
this Error has proceeded from bad 
to worſe,” yet very few of the old 
Philoſophers, or any other rank of 
men ; ( Atheiſts thoſe Anomalus 
births excepted ): had ever that 
confidence 1n impiety, to ſay with 
the Epicureans, that the World 


| is perfeRly left to its own fortui- 


tous and caſual reſolutions, or that 


| Imayexpreſs it in their Poets own 


phraſe, 


F Sire 


, 
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Sine mihi a eh, [iy ors ine. 7 
2c #6 YEH. i i 
po refatiqus Vieess & bals , : 

; Meartalis eaſt. winC i | 


F4 
Thar the Period of every ning 
hf is not 10 exlual and forguitOus 
as' theſe men imagine , may. be 
made evidenthy clear teſtimoylics 
from Scripture concerning the par- 
ticular Providence whereby. Cd 
takes care of every partici ar 
thing in the World. But becauſe 
I will have -occaſion to conftter 
this afterwards, I ſhall- now "4 
only an inſtance or two from 
Scripture, whereby it may apj.gar 
that the moſt'-ſeemingly. ca ual 
Periods of men are ordered by an 
infinite Wiſdom, and fall ugtder 
the Divine Rule and Dominton, | 
And firſt the man-ſlayer, who kill: | 
eth his Neighbor unawars, {ez1ns } 
to. be as caſual a buſineſs as £10 
be: and yet we may read how,;2r | 


2780s | 
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the Divine providence is concer” 
ned in this particular, . Exod. 21» 
I3. But farther, one of Epicurus 
Diſciples would readily conclude 


| that 4habs death was a piece of , 


chance, and governed by no Su- 
preme power. It was but an Ar- 
cher's drawing his -Bow at a ven- 
ture,which by chance killed Ahab. 
But the word of truth informs us, 
that by this means the prophecy 
I Kings, 21.19, was fulfilled : and 
that 1t came not to paſs without 
the Divine providence, who rules 
among the children of Men, 

And now I have done with the 
two erroneous extreams which 
ſome men have 1nconſideratly run 
to for thelter: the next thing I 
premiſed was to lay down the two 
common opinions that offer fair 
for removing the difficulty , but 
I muſt fay ( for the thing is palpa- 
ble, ) that Tam now _ to glve 
the two former rejected opinions 
of the Stoicks and Epicureans 

| F 2 dreſſed 
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dreſſed up in better apparel, wt 
much retined from the impute 
dregs. f Heatheniim : as, 

x. Some run to the abſolute ard 
inconditionate Decrees of Godard 
tell us, that from the out-goir 
of Eternity, previous to the C4 
vine conſideration 'of circumſt:,n- 
ces in which men are to be placed, 
God has: ſo abſolutely determined 
the Period of every mans life, thit | 
4t can neither be lengthned nor ex- | 
tended by care and diligence ; nor | 
ſhortned by intemperance, Sword 
or Plague. = 

2. Others who ſee the incon- 
veniences and abſurdities that fol- 
low upon the granting that opini- 
.oN to be true,are induced to believe 
that the Period of every mans hfe 
1s ordinarily mutable ; and maybe Þ 
both extended and ſhortned : yet | 
f11t they grant that God may, as it 
ſeems good to him, either extend | 
Or 11 Often 1t, | 


t 
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| There are four very conhdera- 
ble-; particulars -that- ſeem-..to 
ſtrengthen the firſt opinion. F1r/f, 
There are many plain places of 
Scripture that conclude the days 
of eyery man to be bounded by 
the Divine determination; Secoad- 

ty; There are many: examples in 

Scripture which ſhew that the Pe- 

riod of every. Mans: Life is; from 

the out-goings of Eternity, fet and. 
bounded in bythe Divine wall. 

Thirdly, It is a common: opinion. 

that the futurition'of all things 

by depends upon the Divine, will; an- 


# 


on- | tecedently to 'which,. things -are: 
fol- F only poſſible: + and therefore, 
1nt- ® Fourthly, we can never give a ra- 


eve Þ tional and ſatisfying account, how 
life & the. Divine knowledg concerning 
/He # the Period of Humane Life is in- 
yet # fallible and certain,: if it be not 
Ss it # founded upon the Baſis of the ſure 
end # abſolute Decree. | S 
Upon the other hand thole who 
{| plead for the mutability of the 
| F 3 Period 
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Period of every Mans Life, endza- - 

var to refnove the fore-fiame 
doubt, and to ſhew the greatyin- 
Conyeniences'it is [yable' to: That 
it quite' eyacuates the uſe of 16 
means, and encourages ten: [to 
expoſe themſelves to any dangy? , 
&c. as I ſhall endeavor to make 
appear afterwards. $6 300Y 
And' now I come to the chief 
thing I aimed at in this underi/ak- 
ing, viz. To attempr a ſatisfyiiig. | 
aniwer of the preſent doubt, int 16 | 
proſecntion of which intendme# at 
I ſhall obſerve this Method. #»#; 
T'thall endeavor toſhew how #1e 
Period of every Mans Life may, je 
ſaid to be determined. Secoxdly F 
ſhall ſhew in what ſenſe it is nor de- 
termined:and Third{y,how it isnw- 
table and may be extended or ſhort-' 
ned.I begin with the firſt, kow t11e | 
Period of every Mans Life may! he' | 
ſaid to be determined : and I {all 
endeavor to do this in; the two#fol- 
lowing particulars, aj 
| r.\lie 
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T, The Periat of -every' triars 
4 | Lifc'is:fofar determined: thatkd is 
in. | c6ewithout dc To'gfers 
at Þ tfiine y- "{ignifieth properly toTet 
6 wy i, limits 'xb day thi. 
"to BÞ Now finee#t # paired for al mrs 
& . | oncetodye, every mans life is «+ 
ake | cl6{ed/ 4f1d boiilide@within 4ter- 
'i | raintiumberofyyears!'- And1 abit 
ef | add; that if T-beihotvery: much 
ik- | miſtakew/ this ioghegeliumAdente 
tio of tlie moſt, if rioteePall, rholeplat 
to | ces ofSeripturetharexprels theds- 
$ At rerminatibrrofMang days: ahd'In- 
| devil: Fobs words fteing b# dew are 
le BB deterhined, &5c. fee tor aicalf iid 
'3e other thiag/butthis'; 22nd 1n"this 
37 | ſenſe if is urqueſtionable that God 
je | his 4Þpviated! oft bounds whith'tie 
v11- eABnoFIPa(s;- A693 - Fort 


- 


it- | Bat 2; tha Period of everyipar- 
te & FielPt Mafls" Life" 1s detornified 
be | invreſfewtbfthe Divine prefticnce. 
all 8 Now Beeade this is 4 very conf 
41 | detiblepiyticatar,; and,! as Teold 
intheegphinins ofthe text, char 
LIP O F 4 which, 
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whivh + was'i intended - by | Job 
when he: .lays;"#4c;:number ,-oj7 bis 
months. is with thee ; I ball. #þ efe- 
fore,: endeayor ';t0 make .+cut 
this! truch by the plaineft;/and 
paſkeotyinninggrivropaagp 


In. order :; to,'\this. I ſhall Cit) 'w 
that God- hath: aperfet only” 
Denfion-of al. pegs pai prelen 
gr: 4$0rcome;., aud; by conſequence 
fare-knows,; the. Period: of every 
Mags: Lifes: Sexondly, I ſhall Prove 
this; by:plain eyiglence fram Serzp- 

+urel.Examples, +bThir aly,* 2} I 4 bf 

make it appear, that it is ſolely ghe 
-Þterogative « of qur Maker to krew 
the Period: of,;jevery Mans « we 
And: Ja/tly,.. ſhall. anſwer. the 
moſt Material objefions.. R + 6 
.Jdawhbts that are:brought againk! Ir. 
[Eirſt;.that. God; hath. ia per et 
.comprehenſion' of all things paſt, 
preſent,. and to, core, is rel 
nablt a, principle: of natural Relxi- 


offs that it Nath, been gener y 
owned 


It 
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ownen-by the' witeft and moſt 
learned Heathen. -: And rhoſe 1m- 
pious wretches whoatevery turn 
take the name of: God an vain, in 
attelting himin the truth'of what. 
ſometimes: themſelves: know: "15 
falſe, . fufficiently imply that they 
believe: Gods. Infinite: knowledp; 
Beſides che:truth of this is:plainly; 
beldout;cin Scriptrindy ; it was 20 
this Cizy, of refuge» refer. did flee 
whens'love was feemingly.calld 
ed in queſtion ; Zord ( lays:hey 
Th \knoveſt all. things, Fohn'21. 
16:1 cArddithe'Authorof the Epi> 


- ſtleto:the #brems makes: uſeiof 


this 'Tapick ito Induce: as; to "Cars 
cutmſpeRtidn; al. things are naked = 
ard ppentethe eyes bf himmith wrhons 
we'hwverto: do, Heb, 4:73. And 
God himſelf. appeals !to the infini- 
ty-ot his knowledg inthe demon- 
{tration of his Deity,and challeng- 
eth:the: Idol-Gods to produce their 
cauſe; and ſhew what ſhall hap- 
pen hat. the latter end of things. 
*WObu may 


"Of the. Period © 


may bt knows, 11ſa. 4170215; 22) 
The Pſalmiſt upbraids -the» 1dol- 
Gods, in that: they haveeyes and 
ice got :; but the always comforts | 
himfelf with this . conferatior ;. 
that.the God in whomeheitraf s 
does behold; his \ condition, .- ag} 
which inftances: make it undoubt. 
able that God hath an infitiee cog 
nizance, andthat nothingioap he. 
hid! from: his. eyes , who! equall# 
btholds things paſt, -preſegy;:: ard. 
ta:come; | + tgp. 11 Þ 
: Now if it: be. A plain: ade 
derit that God: hithrTubh An Infis, 
dite.knowladg,no Man cuts reaſons 
ably .doubt-thari God knouls th ff 
Period of every Mans Lifey': buy 
x. any ſhall ask how: is it that God 
knows certainlythe Period of Hu#' 
mane Life, I anſwer, . that: it-is a | 
very: bold and fruitleſs enquiry, | 
which concerns. not us to know 5: | 
his underſtanding. is infinite; 'and. 
ſhall filly Man: think to:compre-! * 
hend and meaſure it by. his-finite; - 
| know: 
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knowledg 2: The Pfalmiſt modeſt 
acknowledgeth that. ſuch know- 
eds is too wonderful for him, it 
high (fays he) 7 cannot atiain 
#nto it, Pal. 139.6. Andelſewhere 
he tells us; it is only bold Atheifts 
who ask, How doth God know. 
and is there knowtedg in the moſt 
I confe(s the Schoolmen (as they 
are called) weary themſelves with 
fuch vain Diſputes,” and 'they arc 
as peremptory in determinirig the 
manner of Gods knowledge of fu- 
ture things, as if they had'proved 
their aſſertions with Mathemati- 
cal demonſtrations. Sorhe of thei 
tell us,\ that things future are'real: 
ly preſent with God: in'Eternity'; 
which methinks is avery noble Pa- 
radox.Others run to the Divine de: 
cree, and make it the Baſis of the 
Divine knowledg. Others telf us 
that God in contemplating His 
own eſſence ſees all the repreſents 
tionsand 1deas of future — 
an 
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and therefore knows them certafn-. 
Iy.We might add many other cop» 
jectures,but thele may let us knajv 
how vainly curious ſuch wits ar: 
but that which may ſatisfie any ths 
ber enquirer: is' this , - that God{is 
Infinite in knowledg, and theie- 
fore knows certainly the Period F 
every Mans Life, it being truly fi: 
ures. rs ; Ste 1 51 
*. The Second- thing-I premiſe 
was to prove that God knows th 2 ” 
Period of; Humane Life by exans | 
ptes from Scripture. Now Lthink 
this will nged but little prook; fince 
the predictions concerning the Py-: 
riod of perions are ſo many ant 
plain; ſo, many- Hungred. years: 
foretold, 3nd ſo puncually fulfilled | 
without a failure: ina title. -Th$, 
death of -£'s Two Sons, Hephj \ 
and Phinezs-was foretold; 1 Sami} 
2; 24. And punctually fulfilled, att”; 
we may read, ch2p. 4. 11. both-the: ! 
m: nner and place of Fezezefs deatl: | 
Was foretold, and the Dogs {ball cal i 


'F |} 
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Jezebel i» the Portion of Jerreel, 


| and there ſhah be zone to bury her, 


2 King 9. 10, Which predicti- 
on was fulfilled without a failure 
in any circumſtances, as we read 
in the cloſe of that Chapter. But 
the moſt remarkable ini{tances are 
thole manifold predictions con- 
cerning the death of Holy Jeſus. 
All the Prophets ( as the Apoſtle 
obſerveth 4. 3.) have foretold that 


"Chriſt ſhonld ſuffer, they have 


condeſcended upon the manner 
of his ſuffering , upon the time , 
and upon the circumſtances relat- 
ing toit, The Pſalmiſt in a figu- 
rative Speech, (a very uſual way 
of expreſſing things amongſt the 
Prophets) ſpeaks. of his being 
pierced :-1o doth the Prophet Ze- 
chariah, and they ſhall lock uton me 
whom they have pierced, Zech. 12. 
10. Daniel did punctually ſpeak 
of the time. Ard after Threeſcore 
and Two weeks ſhall Meſſiah be cut 
off, but not for himſelf, Dan. 9.26. 

- But 
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But farther God doth not only 
know the actual,but allo the poſſi, 
ble bounds of every Mans Lite, 
that is, God doth know that a Pe- 
riod ſhould have been put to the 
days of many Men, if they had 
not by their hearty repentang? 
and Devout Prayers prevente 
its laſh, It was King Hezekid 
Prayer to God that extended his 
Life Fifteen years, for the meſſag? 
which God did ſend to Heze-:/ | 
tiah was this; Set thine Houſe ty \|| 
order , for thou {batt dye and not 
live. But he having prayed to 
God gets this return; 1haye hears 
thy Prayer,J have [een thy ftars, be- | 
hold 1 will add unto thy days fifteen : 
years, 4ja. 38. 5. From which?t! 
is p: hat God knew that 1 
Perigd ſhould have been then puy' 
to his days, it his Prayer had ngs' 
preyented it, It was the peo- 
ple of Nizevehs repentance the. 
prevented the. threatned judg-A 
ment that ſhould have pur a Per; 

oil 
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od totheir lives. . Which Method 
if the old World had obſerved, 
tes they had prevented that Fatal 
Pe- Fload in which they were drown- 


Th Thirdly, That it is only the 
Gt Yretogative of God Almighty to 
pf | now the Period of every Mans 
4's Life will be eafily granted. For 
us thoſe. who deny Gods univerſal 

=y COgnizance, . ol attribute 


e:.'M it to any creature : and thoſe who 
fx |= do acknowledg the infinity of the 
ot Þþ Divine knowledg, will never ſay 
*) it belongs to the creature. The 
vg only thing that we are to conſider 
fa are theſe pretenſions to a fore- 
2. © knowledg of things which the 


';t Heathen world bragged of, but 
1 this Plea is eaſily removed. For 
y; I. in thoſe dark ages of the World 
t | Ar wasancaſie thing toimpoſe up- 
- K onthefaithof the vulgar, whoin 
t. | all ages have been very credulous 
RY and apt to be thus deceived. Se- 
' | coxdly, It is well known that there 


pre- 
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pretended [predictions were: vey 
enigmatical and dubious. Aio % 
'eAfacids Romanos Vintere poſſi", 
was 2 Problem, -rather:than a Pr,» 
phecy,which might have conclug- 
ed both-ways. *Th:iraly, The mgſt 
part of their pretended prediai- 
ons were only: gueſſes and -colk- 
jeures, which tor the moſt paſt - 
were falſe: and gronndlefs;” yet 
Fourthly, - T do: not deny but God 
-may for ends known to himlelfrs> 
veal the Period of particular pejs 
ſons,when,and to whom he thinks. 
fit. It is therefore ſingly the pre. 
perty of God Almighty whing 
graſps all times, and who can ne-! 
ver be impeached for giving 2. 
wrong divination, to know the' 
Period of every Mans Life, 't 

In the laſt place I come to cor*-! 
ſider thofe Material doubts any]: 
objeions this principle may be. 
urged with, As 1. It is hardlfr, 
credible that God doth certainly; 
know the | erzod of Humane Life! 
».. I: 


. ba; 
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it beitg'only contingently furbre': 
this objetion - Gicers,; Could; got 
7 | anſwer, thereforealicing . perſyhy 
4 ded that ſome :things were ep 
« || *ingeatly future, tie. thought: Gog 
|| | couldfotknowſuoh.things. , But 
i. fy tbe: difficulty 5; not lo (great:as to 
| —_ us _— hath perfect 
;” nowledg of things'contingently 
"e Þ furure.' For 1: Thelight of na; 
| tute: may teach 1us.that we-muſt 
77 [| nor-reje&. what +s'plain, becauſe 
we cannot 'comprelignd ; whas,is 
Jul obſcure, - That-therp;is:inzman,g 
+ [| rational Soul: is) beyond. doube;; 
3 Þ| and:yethow.irreconcilable arc:the 
. | opimons' of Tearned-men abauyats 
# original,: whether it be by Cie 
” [| production, or by immediatecrea; 
| . Þ tion. Againthe unioq of Soulagd 
1 Body 1s a very myſteriqus riddle, 
and the-moſt ingenious 'hypothe- 
" | fs has been confeſſed to be unlatis- 
E; fakoryi;-and yet no man - was 
ever G far infatuated as to deny 
that' in man there is a Soul and 
G Body 
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Body. .In like manner, whatal'T 
Humane Reafon: cannot recon;iig 
the: Divine - —— wathy! ? 
EAI actions? yet ind 
re furiebed with this chat (2 
Inlows all contingencies. bed's k 
his underftanding 1s infinite. Wd 
indeed the pretlictions.in Scripy je 
ate & remarkable 'and plain | 
dences that God knows all thi! 
thutinow 'it' cannot be reaſonzbly 
queſtioned, - But ſuppoſe:Revele 
tion had raughit usno vhis 
yet we:might 'by natural-prindb 
ples 'know!that God .is rhe: moſt 
perfect being-tbat.can- be 11mg 
and theretbreofTofinite com 
temps thathe is our. Mak, 
2d therefre:mult Know! 
Inſerigurs of bis creatures” /. 75 
” BUY Seeinally,: the: Dive th (6+ 
knowledg "is not: the cauſe /fof 
chings(for otherwiſe criminal [u0t- 
ons” which do not eſcape; his eye, 
ſhould be caſed by . him-who cans 
not-tempt any man toſin) wilch 
_—_ 


\ 
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is impoſſible : if God ſhould 
- feveal to me that 77: were cer- 
tainly to do ſuch a thing the next 
day, . my foreknowledg does' iot 
necelfitate Ti*i# todo that at: 
ſo that upon the one hand as the 
foreknowledg of it hath no influ- 
etice upon the matiner of its pro- 
duction, nor croſſeth the Humane 
ſiberty ; for the Divine foreknow- 
ec not the cauſe why things 
exi(t,but it ſuppoſeth the exiftence 
df things: ſo upoit the other hand 
the contingency of the Period of 
Humane'L.ife-does not infer, that 
it cannot'be certainly know by 


\m-B- an infinite underſtanding who 


praſps all things and ſeaſons.” * . 
But the great difficulty is, how 
the Divine foreknowledg can be 
reconciled with the Divine pro- 
miſes;”*Eotrimands, comminations 
and porn how it can 
conlift with the Divine wiſdom 
-and Goodneſs, to threaten men 
With ſhortneſs of life if they con- 
| G 2 tinue 


-— wot 
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tinue wicked and rebellious an? 
to. promiſe length of days if meg 
will . obey : his commgndments, 
while-as = well.knows that :he 
wicked man will continue by 


wickedneſs, and be filthy fl, 


and, that the yertuous and. g, 
man, will perſevere in well domg, 
.., 1 ccnfels, this is a very= g/eat 
difficulty, and hath BR Na+ 
ny learned men to doubt if (od 
knows things concingently futpre, 
not that they would impeach any 
of rhe Divine perfection, 'ardero; 
pat from the.1nfinity of his kgow- 
dg : but only.-vhey :think, that 
as, nature,of : 


o 


ings contingently 


ature; is ſuch that they,cannc be 


known;as it isno diminution fom 
Ornipotency, to ſay things ampo- 
flible, or which.imply a contradi- 
£tin, fall not under its object; - -. 

But yet ſince, Scripture hath fo 
clearly. revealed to us the Diving 


foreknowledg of. future at'ons, 


Mmethinks he is very raſh.-2n{ in- 
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conGderate that doubts it: 1t is 
. a remarkable {entence. of Tertut- 
liax's, Preſcientia Dei Fantos habet 
_ ; quantos fecit prophetas.Hence 
the learned Epiſcopiics-tells'us, that 
his Religion and the reverence he 
had to the Divine Majeſty would 
never ſuffer him” to admit- this 
argument , which _ reflected tv 
much upon the truth of Divine 
Predictions. | 
But I anſwer more particularly; 
that Gods promiſes. and threat- 
nings are ſerious, becauſe although 
God knows that ſome men who 
are threatned will continue in their 
wickedneſs, yet it being in their 
| power to turn from their Sins, and 
the Divine threatning being an ar- 
gument which ſhould prevail upon 
men ; no man can doubt but God 
is ſerious with finners in ſuch ca- 
ſes. If a parent did certainly know 
that his Son were to commit a 
criminal a&, would any man think 
that' that Parents threatning of 
G 3 his. 
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his San, if he did commit: 4h 
a&, werse.void gfincerity. 8 
2-As God knows that ſome wicked 
men; notwithſtanding of the ſeve; 
reſt threatging, will, continus ig 
their ſins: yet 1.He knows that'even 
ſuch obdurate perlons may db 0: 
therwiſe,and 2.He knows that mg- 
ny men would have concinuedin 
their fins, if they had not beeg 
threatned with puniſhments. We 
bave no reaſon to think thar/the 
-people of Armevie would have 
turned unto God if they_had neyeg 
been threataed. Nowthough God 
knew thac Ninevie when threat- 
ned would repeat, yet ſince; he alſo 
Knew that if they had not beeg 
threatned they ſhould hayeconti- 
nued in their wickedneſs,therefare 
no man canqueſtion the ſeriouſneſs 
of the Divine threatnings, + - 
And: thus I have diſpatched. the 
Gr{ particular, how the Periadiof | 
every Mans Life may be ſaid to 
be. determined.I come in the next 
plicp 
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place toenquire in-what: ſenſs It is 
nat: determined, . Naw: becau(e 1 
have already rejected the. Stoical 
Fate,all that Iſhall{peakeoncerning 
this head may be.comprehendedin 
theſe following particulars: vi. : 
. The Period of every:Mans Life 
is not fatally limyted-and bounded 
by. any abſolute or tinconditionate 
decree of God Almighty. Now bt+ 
cauſe many learned \men/violently 
urge, that God hath fromthe out- 
goings of Eternity abſolutely; de- 
-- ; the bounds of every Mans 
Life, without any conſiderationof 
thoſe circumſtances in which they 

*are to be placed ; fo that men,:da 
what they pleaſe, can neither ex+ 
tend nor ſhorten the leaſe of their 
- life : I ſhall therefore endeavorto 

make this afſertion:iplain, andre» 


move thoſe objeqzons that it'may 


ſeem lyable to, and: the rather, be- 


- Cauſe: in ſuch kind of aflertions as 


are. beſides: the: common opinion; 
men- will be ready tq ſufpect ſome 
finiſturous deſign, That 


Life'is ngt Vatally.determined by 
any-lecret: inconditional:idecnce; 
will appear fromthe arguments 
we-ſhatl make. uſe of i rovitg 


the-inabilay:'of che Period-of eve 
ry. Mans'Life;:> Now I ſhall only 
boaſider! thoſe ablurdities':and ins 
conventencies that follow: :upor 
the admiſhon:ofthe contrary op 
niom« As ##/t; if the Period: F' 
Humane Lite were Fatally ra 


mined, 'then:thoſe wretched mifs 
oreints who with their own hands 
put-a_ Period: to their Lives, may 
eafily' excuſe: themſelves before 
cheir:Judg :iifor ſince it is ſuppo-' 
ſed that they 'are phyſically pre; 
determined todo fo, how can it be: 
imagined that-they could do ©. 
therwiſe 2 1s ;there: any reſiſting of 
the:Divine decree'? alas, it was 
not in their power to help it, and 
how then can»they be condemned 
forit. It is a known Maxim, New 
Peecat in eo qued vitare nn . pre : 

; The 
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The neceflity they are placediin, 
ſeems to excule their ſin,but if not- 
withſtanding we ſhall ſuppoſe that 
fuch - brutiih actions” are really 
criminal, we run ourſelves upon 
another abſurdity, and that is, we 
reflet upon the Divine holineſs 
and' goodneſs; for if ' God has 
truly © determined thoſe brutiſh 
ations by a previous, ſecret, and: 
unalterable decree, if he hath be- 
fore irrevocably determined, and 
ſointatgled in ſuch a'train of cau= 
ſes". as ſhould neceſſarily make 
them offer violence to them{elves; 
how can we vindicate the Divine 
Sandtity from the blor of being the 
Author of fin 2 Alas, dayly experi- 
ence ſhews us, how -apt Men are 
to make ufe of this argument for 
their own vindication, when the 
do what is criminal, they tell 
us they were fatally determined by 
an external power in actiag them. 
And with this conſideration they 
ſolace themſelyes,as if they wereas 
innocent asFools orMad-Men, But 


96 Of the Periad 


-  Butlet no Maa deceive himſelf: 
in arguing ſo foolithly, the Apaſtle - / 
St. Fames, very forcibly. rejects : 

this opinion. Let z0 - man; ſay | 

when he is m_— 1 am tempt- 
0 


ed of God; 


eth he any man. But every man is 


tempted when he is drawn away of 


his own. luſt, and enticed, Jam. 2. 
I3, 14. The wiſe Man in his 


ſenſe, after the certainty of things, 
concludes his Seventh Chapter af 


the Book of Eccleſiaſtes thus,. Zo, 
this only have 1 found, that: God, 


hath made man upright ; Aut they. 


have ſought out many inventions. 


Pray thea let us reje& every.opini-: | 
_ on that teacherh God does neceſſi- | 
tate Men to ſin, for nothing can 
he mqgre 1njurious to God than! 
Ms As Figk to Pallige the, 
buſineſs by. ſaying God isgfynder | 
ſonable pretext , for the everlaſt-., 
ing rectitude of his ſpotleſs nature, | 
1s 


no Law.is but a;Lawleſs andt 


or God cannot. be. 
tempted mith evil, wither tempt-| - 


«; 
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js more than any external Law:and' 
pray, what can truth and Juſtice 


_ do, but what is holy and juſt « The 
. ditinion between the atand the 


pravity of the a&, the former of 
which God determins Man to, but 
not to the latter, 1s as vain and fri- 
yolaus. For the prayity of every 
wicked at is inſeparable from it. 
And farther, the Divine com- 
mands particularly prohibit the 
a&t, and 1 think upon no othey 
ground, but becauſe the formality 
of Sin conliſts in the a& it ſelf. It 
is indeed ſtrange to conſider thoſe 
Platonick and imaginary notions 
ſome Mean run to: But I think it 
fieedlels to take a particular view 
of ſuch Dreams. 

But as this opinion ſadly reflects 
upon the holineſs of God, fo it is 
highly inconſiſtent with the liber- 
ty of Mans Will in the choice of 
the means. That there is a free Prin- 
ciplein Man,is ſo plain,that he wha 
denies this, muſt engage himſelf a- 


——_ — ———_ — 
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gainſt Experience and Reaſon, 
There is no Man who does wicked- 
ly, but he perceives he may do o; 
therwilc : the lick man is not cans 
ſtrained to negle&t the means for: 
his recovery ; neither is the Phyſi- 

tian torced to preſcribe this-and na _ 
other remedy : Men\a&t.not as Ma+ 
chines,; but they havea Free Prin-;. . 
ciple , whereby they may 'chuſe: 
what they think is beſt and moſt? 
convenient:It's true;the Will,ſfince: 
Adant's Fall,is corrupted,and moſt-: 
ly enclined to that which is evil ;i- 

but yet the Fall did not- deſtroy; 
Man's. Freedom, it made no Phyſi-; 
cal change, only the Faculties of: .. 
the Soul are morally vitiated and + 
corrupted. F 
 Butifthe Will were Phyſically ! 

(asthey {| peak}determined adugnum, 
it were unreaſonable to think that 

the Sick per[on,, who neglects the 

means, could do otherwile. And. 
alas!doth'not Experience convince 

us,thatMenof this perfwaſion neg- 

lect 


le& the uſe of lawful means which 
God hath appointed, .pnly becauſe 
they-Dream that if God has, de-. 
creed;that they ſhall dye, then it as 
needlegtio uſe the means ; andif 
God happggermined that they ſhall 


 live,,wh  they-uſe or negle& 


the meansAigey ſhall lve, . > - 
But.you'll ſay; God doth not on- 
ly Decree the Ed, but alfothe 


«Means, 1 anſwer,this Plea doth nor 


a whit diminiſh or, remove the dif- 
ficulty, ſince they ſuppole that the 
Means are as abſolutely decreed as 


- the End : which quite deſtroys the 


liberty of Mans Will, and leaveth 
no place for any choice. WS 217 
Thirdly, This opinion leaves nb 


_ place for-praiſe to theLearned Phy 


ſitian,nor for diſpraiſe to the:un- 


' $kilful Empyrick. Firſt, The skilful 


Phyſitian can claim no praiſe ; for 
although it be granted that he hath 
wiſely conſidered the condition of 


| the Sick.and the nature of the Diſ- 


eaſe;though he hathpreſcribed apt 
Reme- 
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Remedies, and in all things behx- 
ved well, yet {ince he did no other 
thing but what he was determined ' 
todo by an external force, who can 
think he merits any praf%, if hs 
could have done othef*Fiſe bur. 
would not, then hen ht inrez- 
ſon claim it 7 but t 7 accord- 
ing tothe preſent Hypotheſts isquitse 
ys. bro a Second! 5 har 
ean we in reaſon blame the unskil. 
ful Quack-DoFor, who neithef 
knows the nature of the Diſeaſe, - 
nor of thoſe Medicines he preſeri- 
teth. Alas!poor man does rio mors 
than what he was forced todo;and 
he could not do otherwiſe ; why * 
then ſhould he be blamed for any *. 
failure or miſtake he commits. 
Foutthly, The natural and ge- 
nuine' Conſequence of this Nos 
Qrine, 1s, to miake men like Fools 
of Mad-men, expoſe themſelves to 
any danger : For inſtance, What 
need we be afraid torun upon any - 
Pfxecipice, if God hath ——— * £ 
tne 


« 
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the period of every man'slife,there 


. 4s 0 fear to encounter with any 


ſeeming danger ;' men may ſafel 
enough: leap 1nto. the fire, or 
themſelves into the deep, for there 
is io fear that they.ſhall be hurt or 
periſh, unleſs the Almighty hath 
determined it ; and if this be,tliey 
way ::perſwade themſelves they 
could 1iot do otherwile; for: the 


| Decree is unalterable, andicannar 


be repealed. 


_ Nor 1s this true only in Theory 


and Speculation, bur it may ap 
to have ſuch bad effects, 4 thefad 
xperience' of poor deluded Crea- 
— we = hear the = 
r. frequently comiort any who - 
_— ifs err with this: confilendd 
tion, that God hath decreed, -it 
ſhould be ſo,if theſe perſons did on- 
ly mean that God exerciſeth a ſpe- 
cial Providence in the world, . and 
tuleth among the Children of men, 
no body had ever blamed them : 
but this is not their meaning, for 


they 
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'they plainly declare by ſuch kind 


of ſpeech; that all things come to , 
paſs fatally.. T'have heard. ſome 


wretched Sinners, who had com- 
mitted great and ſcandalous:rfins, 
excuſe themielves, by ſaying xhey 
were decreed todo io, :and God's 
wilt muſt be accompliſhed. --::.} 


' Jt were. very: calie. to multiply. 


many Abſurdities which flow from 


this Dodrine by a natural Conſe- 


quence ; but theſe few I have:nas: 


med may abundantly fatisfie every* 
conſidering man, .and [ſhew: him 


how perniciousanddangerousit is; + 


bur betore I conclude, Ithall conſt» 
derthe four Arguments T mentios 
ned before;which I ſaid, ſcemed t9! 
ſtrengthen and confirm this Opini-| 
ON,/:as | 


Scripture which ſeem to conclude, 
That the Period of every Mar's. Life 
& determined; | ſhall mention ſome 


' of the moſt remarkable Texts of --. 


£rripture brought to defend this,as' 
| firſt | 


Firſt, There are many | plices of 
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firſt;-?fal. 31.75. My times are in 
thy hint. deliver me from the hand of 
mine: Enemies. From hence ſome 
draw this unexpe&ted © onclufion, 
That God hath abſolurely decreed 
the PeriodofeveryMan's Life. Now 
T think 'c1o confidering man ſhould 
evet have gueſfed 'this to be-the' 
Pfalmilt's meaning:; for the Text 
only holds out the Divine care and 
Providence, whereby he does ſu- 
rintend and continueevery indi- 
vidual thing in the world in their 
Beings, and therefore is it that Da- 
val makes his apphcation to God, 
at he' would deliver him from 
the hand of his Enemy;which me- 
thinks had been a needle(s Petition, 
if he had imagined that God had 
abſolately determined the period - 
| of his Fits Secondly, Pſal. 39: 5. 
| Lord, make me to know mine end,and 
the meaſure of my days what it is that 
F may know how frail 1 am, This 
Place is ſtrangely 'brought to con- 
firm the former Opinion :* For the 
> H Plalmiſt 
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Malmilt doth not deſire the knows 


bon of the Period of his life ;, he 


agsnot.ask when he ſhall Rp 


© begs. the; Divine aid and a 


bs 1 


Rapeothat hemay wilchympraye 


the ſhort time he.hath to live. | 


geanngt ftandtoconfider ſuch/Texts 


of Scripture 4s.thefe, which are no 
ways acquainted with the Dogirin 
they are brought to defend; Thete 
is only: one Text that ſeems: to fa 
vor this Opinian,,v42. Joh 14..5, 
Se5Mg his Days 4re determined, the 
number of his Aouths ave mith thee, 
thoy haſt appainted bis bounds th;t he 
carer paſs. . But 1 have conſidera 
this; all: along 1n.this Diſcourle,'1 


confels, ſame in retura to thislay, 


that all- Fob's words are nat appro 
kd of God, therefore it is haxd to 
conclude any thing from them 
hut. this is. a very inſufficient an- 
ſwer.. That, which ſatisfieth rae 8 
this; that Job. here. only ſays that 
cur days. are derermined, br t he 


ſpeaks nothing: how they arp ds 


ttrmt- 


Eras otra OE nzENDS.S TASSS >... 
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= 
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termined; now in what ſenſeithe. 
Peridd of every Man's-lfe may; be: 
aid/to'be dnderrnibat, Þ have! _—_y 
dy conſidered, 

; Secondly, T' here ate ning. Ee. 
aries n Scripture, which ſpew that: 
the. Period of every i Man's Life 48 
boundrd. and limited: by. an a5ſulute 
Decree; The moſt: renharkable | is; 
that. 4. 4: 28; Both Herod upd 
Poritius Pilate, "with the Gentiten 
and the prople of Hreelweregatberalk 


tugether for to dowhatſuever thy harid 


and, thy cownſe determined befine to 
he doixe © The Scribes and Phariſees 
frequently ſtirred up. the multi 
tnde :t6:.day hands upon Chriſt, but 
their] endeavors were always:'to 
ho-purpoſe:; and; the account the 
Scripture gives for this, is, becaw;2 

his :hqur imas rot; come. Inreturn 
tothis;; T ſhall deſwei at: may. be 
conſidered, that when we ſay-the 
Period of every Man's Life may be 
extended or ſhortned,the meaning 


can 
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catiibe'otherwiſe: we never driahtl: 
ed: hur'the | [groat- 'Goveraor of thn; 
World-may! make' what reſerved 
Caſes he nr from the ordinary 
courſs of things 3-and no' wonder 


rhoagh thepreſent Caſe,” which | is 


npotyall accounts ſocxtraordiriary, 
beexempt from rhe general: Rule: 
and -for. ſuch -exemprt Caſes, :4t6 
which there ought to be allowance 
made,no EO mancan thing 
do any prejudice to ther in 
[kno __ proving. eat n 
: Thirdly-;-.-t "45-4 common” api. 
| adi: that' the fururitionief mhings 
acpend only upon' the Divine: ill; 
antecedently tov. mhich things hare 
only” poſſible >inroantwer to! which, 
Frial ly grant, that there is 'ho- 
thing: that-udmes to' pals con- 
trary to the-*Divine witt'';'' the 
mbit// criminal-a&ioris * are. 'or- 
dered:' by his Infinite Wiſdom ; , 


and 'permitted:.to-be. But | F 


we have no ground to think'th 


he decrees every future aRiop, 
rig 


_- 


y wa * = 


a wi. * Wwe. 6. 43.” 


io i 0. 


wed already, while 


of Human Life, o7 
Be i were hard ed: vindicate:the 
holinets of God:z; upon 'whichcors 
Gderlion-many Learned:Menhave 
beet ifiduced: rodeny)Gods imme 
dintee:concurringtiwith: the*Crea> 
ture /itrall its operations ; andiyer 
we-need* not:rumour felves:upets 
this-Rock ;] for we thay fafely-e 


 noughimaintain that the Divine 


will is immediatelpefficatious; far 
God who creareÞ man with ifree- 
dom of will,  dz{igned: that he 
ſhould a& without conftraint,yand 
the reafon why marads freely518 

ecaufe God wills men to a&t 10; 
which plainly diſcovers, thar:the 
moſt contingent' ations depend 
immediatly upon the Divinewill, 

. Fourthly, + cam Bever.igiveru 
rational” nor ſatisfying account\wh0wp 


the Divine knowleds concerning the 


Period of Humane Life is infallible 


and certain, if it be not founaed upon 


;the (wre Bafis of an: abſdtate dicres. 


This obje&tion'I REY remo- 
iſhewed:that 
H 3 ';- "Gas 


yes .Ofbeivarich \_ 


God knows whatſoever i9tric;ht: 
cxuſe; his .coggilante : 1s. lofinits'; 


wherefore ti is unreaſonable. 3p 


- 


comprehenſion of things; 

xf he: had motdecreed them 8 
. Now to.make thisyet moe 

plain, 1 ſhall prove by 1oftancls 
from! Scripture, that God :hatl 8 
Certain iknowledg of thoſs thinks 
»hichhe never decreed : ras/ 4h l0- 
litely future. : And Firf, Its 4 
very. remarkable; jnſtance; which 
wehave, . 1.44.2 3, 11,12 Whats 
D142 hearing that $444 was, t0 
Tome: to. Kez/ah, he earneſtly be 
Heecheth God to tell himyifthenign 
af Keilth 'willdehver him\andhis 
mmeininto the hand .of Saul, anti 
Sax: will come down. To:bab 
which he gets. this anſwer; 7hut 
*Sixal: with, come down'; and\that the 
Kenlltes mit! deliver him wp.And:yet 
#he Bventſhews that none of clfol 


thinki that >God:xould of gd 


came to paſs, becauſe the fulfilling 
of th did depend upon Dei 
-' } 7 ; - aray» 


a>) 
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Raying/in -Xeilah! "And yet Ged 
certainly knew, that” if Dav/d had 
not departed "from Krilzk , the 
ſhould have delivered him into t 
hands of Sa#/,And farther it is'very 
evident, that David was not inqui-. 
ring what were the preſent propen- 
fions, and inclinations of the Kez- 
lites, but what ſhould be the event 
of his ſtaying, and accordingly he 
receives an anſwer from God.Ano- 
ther Inſtance we have 2 Kings, 131 
19. where Eliſha the Prophet is ve- 
ry wroth with Foaſh King of 1ſrae!, 
becauſe he did not ſmite upon the 
oround- five or fix times; andthe 
reaſon the Prophet adds,is. for then 
hadſt thow ſmitten Syria till-thon 
hadſt conſumed it. Which makes'tt 
as evident as any thing can be,that 
God foreknew that Foaſh ſhould 
have ſmitten $yr: till he had can- 
ſumed it, if hehad fmitten upon 
the ground five or ſix' times, It 


were aodifficult task to prove this 


by a multitude of inſtances from 
| H 4 Serip- 
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Scripture, :but 1: think I need {dd 
no more for. the ſatisfaclon of con, 
ſidering Men;and for others, a Mil- 
lion .of demonſtrations will be ur- 
ed to no purpoſe, And thus I h;,ve 
| == with the Second thing I pro- 
poſed, that God hath not. by «97 
abſolute or inconditionate Dectee 
fatally determined the Period of 
every Mans Life. - vil 
. I proceed to the Third thing pro- 
po:ed,namely, whether the Period 
of every Mans Life be mutal}z, 
And before I prove it to be ſo, 
muſt premife two cautions. | Fiſt, . 
when we: ſay the Period of every 
Mans Lite is mutable, we meanho 
more but that it may be ſhortned 
by out intemperance, or negle& of 
the means,zand/be extended by cgr 
good managery andreligious men» 
ner of living, Secondly, When I fay 
the Period of every Mans Life is 
moveable, the meaning 1s not thit 
it is neceſ{arily ſo, and that it car+ 
got be otherwiſe ;. for this: waulf| 
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' not. be conſiſtent with our depen- 


dent condition ; therefore there is 
allowance to be made to exrraordi- 
nary Caſes. The acts of Divine pro- 
vidence in the government cf Hu- 
mane affairs, are lometimes extra- 
ordinary, and therefore it muſt be 
left to his Infinite Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, to make what reſerved 
caſes he thinks fit from.rhe general. 
rule. Yet for ordinary the Period of 
Humane Life is mutable; and God 
doth not exclude the power of e- 
cond. cauſes in governing the 
World. | 

Theſe things being premilſed,. I 
doubt not but to offer ſuch argu- 
meats for the proof of the mutabi- 
lity of the Period of every Mans: 
Life, as ſhall be ſufficient for the: 
conviction of any man who is not 
blinded by prejudice,orprepoſleſſed' 
with ſome contrary notion. And 

Firſt, Upon the obſervance of 
the Divine laws, there are many 
promuſes in Scriptureaſſuring usoÞ 
| length 


if 
Ow. 
x 
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length of days; and on the othex'! 
{ide;there ate many chreatnings of, 
citing ſhortthe daysof the wicked, 
"Thus God promiſes length of days: 
to pbedient Children. Exod.20.12, 
Honor thy Father and Mother, thai, 
thy days may be long upon the land, 
which the Lord thy God giveth the, 
Dent. 4. 40.Thow ſhalt keep therefore. 
his Statutes and bis Commandments 
which 1 command thee this day,\fthat 
# may go well with thee, and with thy 
Children after thre, and that -— 
wayeſs prolous thy days upone the: 
ow ohich the Lord thy ol giveth 
thee, ' And particularly. the Lord 
tells Solomon, 1 King. 3. 4. If thou 
wilt walk in my ways to keep my: 
Statutes and my Commatdments, at. 
thy father David did walk then 1 mil © 
lengthen thy days. ThePlalmiſt en,/ 
courageth men ta conſider the cale 
of the poor upon this Motive. ?ſaf;} 
A2.. 1,2, Bleſſed is he that gonltdereth' 
 Zue. Poor, the Lord will preſerve him: 
aps keep him alive, ec, And upot : 
: this, 
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ghisaccount the Wile:Man alſo 
perſwvadeth men to gbſerve and 
p Gods laws. Rrov. 3.1, 2. My 
Sor forget wot my law, but let thine 
heart keep my Commaniiments : for 
denath' of days, and long life, and 
peace ſhall they add to thee. 
- How much the obſervance of the 
duties of Religion conduce to our 
health, is athing daily experience 
atteſts 3. and therefore the Apoſtle 
very excellently exhorts Timothy, 
#0 exerciſe himſelf unto Godlineſs, 
for it's profit able unto all things, ha- 


ing promiſe of the Life that now is, 


of 'that which # to come, 1 Tim. 
4. 8, Religion is as a bridle to keep 
men within due bounds intheir 
eating and drinking ; it forbids all 
manner of exceſs which impares 
our bodily health, and obliges men 
to make uſe of lawful means for 
their preſervation and recovery, If 
we conſult experience, we ſhall 
find theſe to be the men who for 


Ws 
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is true ſome good: men may be n6&+- 
turally of a brittle conſtitution,and: 
others God may remove for ſeery 
ends known to hiniſelfs. yer for ar: 
* dinary,the Godly man,whoſe nar';- 
ral temper is ftrang, hath the ai- 
vantage of the wicked man, atitf 
certainly Religion in its due te'1- 
gdency preſcribes the beſt rules for 
long life; : L effbir$; 
As Righteouſneſs tendeth to liſes 
fo he that purſueth evil(as the Wile» 
Man tells us );purſweth it to his 9nny 
death, Prov. 11. 19. We have. 4 
large. Catalogue of the Punil}- 
ments inflicted for fin,  Exod.2 4. 
W here more particularly v.r6:thy; 
Lord threatens to appoint over thoſs 
who obey not his Laws terror,conſurs' 
tion, and the burning ague:and thy 
Men may not fooluhly think: «| 
theſe are but threatnings whic] 
God intends not to inflit updr' 
Poor Man, the Prophet 7/ai2h telly 
USZ?f ye refuſe and rebel.ye ſhall be dex 
wexredwith the Sword,forthe _—_ 
| Ot: 
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of theLord hath ſpoken it:7/a. 1,2 
Aiid*the-wiſe-tman concluds. it oe: 
certiin,Prov.10.27.The years of ithe 


wicked fhall be fhortned:-and to con-" 


clude;” the Plalmiſt alſo' tells : us,” 
bloody and deceitful. men” ſhall mit 
live out half their days, Pſali5 $323. 
which the Poet very well _—_ 
ſeth.” 
Ad Ctverain Cereris,. ſine cade ze. 

' ſangnine paunct, "ot 
Diſteniat Reges , & fe bcca mort 

"C TYYAannh 

And the truth of this 1 may bve 4 
vident likewiſe frorm'common Ex- 
perience; by which itwill appear, 
that 't1o- men are ſd obnoxious to 
Diſeaſes as the wicked; who ſpend 
theit'time 7 chambering and wan- 
tones; in riot antl exteſs, who hath 
woe ?' who hath ſorrow: who hath 
wounds without cauſe * they that tar-. 
ry long at the wine, "Prov. 2 3. 29,30. 
What ithe Wiſe-mian- ſays of one 
kind of Vice, may'be fl id of all, 
They lead down Fo the Chambers of 

ae:th, 
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death, Prov. 7; 47«But theſe thin fi 
are ſo obvious, = I —_ tc 
enlarge upon TNEAL - 1 ,CO1}* 
clude this Argument with thi; 
conſideration; that ſince.God-,Al:, 
mighty promiſes ro extend anc! 
lengtheri out,or prolong theis Jife;| 
who walk pioyfly,and obferye hi! 
Statutes; and threatens to ſhortes|. 
the days of the-wicked,.;who ri}. 
fuſe to obey his Laws, it; eannvt 
be- rationally- imagined that . the! 
Period of every Man's Life is abſ9 
lutely determineds' + ih 6c 


Another, Argumetit togconfiru | 
our Aſſertion,' may be taken froit! 
the piousand devout prayersof tH«j. 
righteous, and their-turning'froty; 
their ſins by an heatty repeatancn; 
both which conduce tothelength- 
enng out.of their days. 1 put-Riz- 
peatance atid Prayer together,.b& 
cauſe of their near affiviity to. 0n8 
another. Now that both -theye: 
may be the Moral Caule ofextend: | 
ing our Lives, may appear. to b« 
| trig, 
(> 
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true-ftom common Experience,be- 
fides the many Afſertions and'Pro+ 
miles in Scripture to this purpoſe, 
Firſt, The truth of this may be e- 
vident from Experience,by whac 
it will appear, that if Men had 
hearkned to Noah's Dodrin,if they 
had repented of their wickedneſs 
within the ſpace allowed:to them, 
they ;had; not periſhed in the De+ 
luge of Water, Ofrepenting Nme- 
veh. we:read , That God ſaw their 
works, that they turned from their 
evil way,and God repented of the evil 
he had. ſaid that he. would: da unto 
them, 'and he did it zot, Jonah 3. 
10; It was Hezetiah's Prayers and 
Tears. that prolonged. his life. Go 
(faith the Lord to his Prophet 1/ac- 
ah) and-ſay to Hezekiah, Thus (aith 
the Lord,. the God of David thy Fa- 
ther, 1 have ſeen thy tears, behold 
I will add unto thy days fifteen jears, 
Wa.38.5. And if Prayer were: of no 
fotce,to what purpoſe were men {& 
earneſt 1n their gckne(s, to beg the 
| prayers 
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prayers of others on their behalf; 1 
GHnfels if the Period of every Mans 
Life were fatally determined, par 
Prayers ſhould be very needle(s. for 
an we be (o ſenſleſsas toimagie, 


that our Prayers can move God! to- 


change hisunalterable Stat utes 9nd 
Decrees. - © = 

« But beſides common experience, 
Fs truth of this is likewiſe attet- 


ed by plain evidences from Sci» 


ture. At what inſtant 1 ſhallſpeak cy »- 
certing 4 nation; and concerning's 
kinodom, to pluck ap,and 1 fo pull dow 5, 
and to deftroy it: If that-Nathon Fa 
gainſt whom t have pronounced, Md 
from their e: #, 1 will repent of the 
ewid that 1 thought to do unto thejy. 
Avd at what inſtant 1 ſhall [peak c " 
terning a kingdom to plant it; If it ty 
evil in my ſuyht, that it obey-mot 3 
Toice, then will I retent of the s al 
Shorenrh 1 ſaid 1 would benefit the epi, 
Fer. 18,7,8.9, 10, Methinks this 
is ſoplain an-evidence of the eff = 


cacy of repentance, that noreaſe; 
cabt:] | 
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Of Humane Life, 119 
nable man can have any doubt 
concerning it. But alas,if God had 
from the outgoings of Eternity fa- 
tally determined the'deſtrution of 
Nations and Kingdoms by anablo- 
lute and inconditionate decree, 
Repentance could -never alter the 


determination. 


It is the Apoſtles advice Fam. 5: 
14+ 1s any fick among you? let him call 


| for the Elders of the Church, and let 


theirs pray over him. I know there 
are other means to be made uſe of 
in order to the procuring of health 
than repentance and prayer, and of 


theſe we ſhall ſpeak anon : but yet 


this I think may be truly ſaid, that 
ſometimes, when all other reme- 
dies have been either ineffetual or 
not to be had, repentance and pray- 
er have donethe buſineſs,and con- 
pleated the cure. And ſurely theſe 
are duties profitable. at all 

r1Mmes. : 
I know the Church of Rome tell 
us many extravagant Storiesof the 
| I wonders 
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wonders and miracles that have 
been performed by the prayers of 
Holy Men: thoſe I ſhall notnow 
mention, only I thall fay, that ab 
though it is not credible that the 
- Prayers of Saints upon the Earth, 
doeither mitigate and alleviate the 

ains of thoſe that are in He'l, or 
_ them from that miſferabk 
ſtate,(as ſome men Kave confident- 
ly enough reported : )yet it iy, ſuffi 
ctently credible that the effe;fFwal 
fervent prayer of the righteous a1 ath 
eth much, Fam. 5.16. ol of 

A Third Argument to prove that 
cur lives may be extended or ſhort- 
ned, may be taken from the nſe of 
medicaments.Commonreafez wilt 
teach Men, that tt is-need{4/s to 
preſcribe any Medicine to.'#hoſe 
that are dead; and truly the: cafe 
would be much alike,if the Period 
of every Mans Life were determi 
ped by an inconditionate Decree. 
For although men might! :#hen 
make uſe of medicaments,/ yet | 
| think 
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- thinkImay truly fay chat their 0. 


ration ſhould be very ineffectual. 
But that men may to good purpole 
employ the Phyſitian when they 
are ſick, and expect by the blefling 
of God, benefit by the uſe of Medi- 
caments applied by the art of Phy- 
fick, no realonable man can doubt. 
| That the lives of many have 
been lengthned and prolonged by ' 
the excellent remedies, applied by 
the expert and skilful Phyſitian, 
is a truth ſo obvious to common 
experience, that I need not enlarge 
upon it. And on the other fide, 
how many pag died bakegs their 
time, only by their imploying ig- 
norant Phyſitians ! It 294-1 6b 
inſtance that we have recorded of 
one Manes, the Father of the 21«- 
zithees, who having returned into 
Perſia at that time when the Kings 
Son lay ſick of a dangerous diſcale, 
he amongſt many other Phyſitians 
was preſent : all the others plain- 
ly declared that the Jileaſe was 

I 2 dange- 
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dangerous ; but Manes, whowas 
only a pretended;Phyfiti tian, .*on- 
#idenfly deſired that they inig t be 
All,removed; and he would jake 
Eare of the Kin $ Son, and vithal 
© promiſed to reſtore him to health 
ina ſhort ſpace;but the everit [was 
-quite contrary, - for within a ſhort 
time the Kings Son died ; which 
did ſo provoke the King of Þrrſins 
that he inſtantly cauſed ares to 
be put to a miſerable Death,What 
miſchtet has been done by unsk1l- 
ful PNyſitians, too many fad ex- 
amples do daily atteſt ; but | yet if 
thePeriod of,every Mans Life were 
determin'd by an abſoſure aft} in 
conditionate decree, no man Could 


_blatne the ignorant Phyfirian; nor 


needs any perſon be troubled if 
they negtet the means ; fox God 
had determined they ſhould «(o fo. 
which ' indeed makes Af ha 
ſpeech to our Lord Chriſt to ye ri- 
diculous, if tho hadſt been heje my 
Brother had nt died. 


| "That 
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" That Naaman; the Syrian | WHEY 
waſh Iimſelf in the! River of Fap- 
dan ſeven times, and then be cteatr 
of his, Leproſie, was indeed mira; 
culaus : But yet. þ(s Te plain, *thit 
he had not one O, his L 
had remained.” 


tt 
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Lk uſed for the recovery s f rhe 
vic 

"There is one, 6þ} jeffior which 
ſhim men very it Sewer TEA 
and that is, Af his oitig to th 
Phyſitizns ,” which” the Scripriire 
ſeems to diſallow, To this 1 anfwer, 
that King 4/2 is not thereforere- . 
prehended,becaulſe he ask&d advice 
of the Phyſitians, but” becauſe i 
truſted only 1 in them;and fort hr 116 fe 
the Lord:as, it is very plain [- OM'2 
Chron, 16.12, Atid ſureno reaſona- 
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ble man will haye any doubt. but 


this was a very, culpable neglet in 


a, the. other lidg, 'there are \nany 
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pulous City are ſhorter lived than 
thoſe who live in the Country. . I 
hayealready ſhewed how ſome vi- 
cesin their proper tendency thor- 
teh Means Lives, and that in ſome 
Nations and Kingdoms men live 
much longer than in others : all 
which __ plainly tellsus the 
Periodof every Mans Life is not Fa- 
tal but Mutable, according as men 
are careful or negligent of them- 


| felves. 


I thall only add another conſide- 
cable: argument, and ſo draw this 
diſcourſe to a concluſion. And that 
is,don't we evidently perceive that 
many men had lived longer if they 
had not wretchedly and unreaſona- 
bly expoſed themſelves to danger ; 
and 1s it not evident that many 
Millions who have died in battle 
would have had theirdaysprolong- 
e&d if they had never deſcended into 
battle > That God hath from the 


' outgoings of Eternity by an abſo- 


lute and inconditionate decree de- 
L 4 termined 
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termined both the time: and!.man: 
herof of every mags death; this'is 
more than we can learn from'Re: 
velation ; and methinks 1t is very 
Inconſiſtent and irreconcilable with 
thoſe many plain texts that ſhew it 
.1s lawful 1n timme' of eminent dan- 
ger to flee for our ſafety, in time of 

amine, and when any egregious 
Eontagion, ſuch as the Peſtilence, 
ſpreadeth in any place. How many 
Hundreds prolonged their lives by 
their flight from: battle © Tf David 
and his Men hadremained iti: Keilah 
it is certain they ſhould have been 
delivered upintothe hands of Saw; 
and what the Event ſhould have 
been we may eaſily conjecture, if 
God by a ſpecial providence had 
not interpoſed for their {afety But, 
beſides ' the ' many inſtahces we 
might produce, we have a poſitive 


'Pprecept to flee from any eminent 


danger, Mat. 10. 23, © when they 
perſecute you in this City flee into 
another, Which plainly ſhews that 


': this 
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this is-a lawful means of prolong: 
ing our lives in: ſuch caſes. It 1s 
2 notable inſtance we have, Fer. 
27.18. Thus (aith the Lord, . behold 
1 (et before you the way of life, and 
the way of death: he that abideth 
in this City (ball dye by the Sword, 
and by the Famine, and by the Pejti- 
lence : but he that corth out and 


falleth to the Chaldeans that beſiege 


you, he ſhull live; and his life (5-48 
be unto bim for a prey. Which 
place plainly ſhews,' that & d had 
not decreed thePertodottheir! ive 3 
by any inconditionate decree ; tor 
the means both of prolonging and 
of cutting ſhort their Livesareput 
in their choice. And this is all that 
I ſhall ſay to the Third thing I pro- 
poſed to ſpeak,concerning the mu- 
tability of the Period ofevery Mans 
Life for ordinary. © £11 

All that now remains 1s to con- 
clude with ſome practical refleci- 
ons upon what hath been ſaid. And 
firſt, whatever ' debates there 

E4 | may 
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may be concerning the Pertvd of 
every Mans Life, yet tliere is no 
doubt but Mans Life hatha Pexiad. 
It '& appointed for all men once 
Fo ae, and from this/warefare there 
is no diſcharge. Pray what 55 be- 
gone of all thoſe who lived 1n:for- 
mer ages * have they not gone the 
way of all living * and thall' we 
think to ſhun the approach ofthis 
laſt Enemy, may not the multiplied 
experiences we have ofother Mens 
frailty and mortality, convince us 
that weare brittle,and muſt return 
tothe duſt * we are of the like pan- 
fiitution that they were of,anc'we 
cannot expect to be otherwite cealt 
with. hat man t he that liveth:and 
ſhall not ſee deathrand yetmany men 


_ liveas unconcerned as if they had 


the perpetuity of their beings en- 
ſured to them and had concluded. an 
agreement with Death, and'had ſe- 

cret intelligence with the Grave. 
It is truly a buſineſs worth'7 to 
be regrated that men who are iv- 
"I 
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ing, as it were 1n the. Houſe of 
0a p57, gg vilited with pains 
and diſeates, and have no promiſe, 


_ atkaſt, for one moments ſecurity, 


yet live. unconcerned and never 
mind thoſe pleaſures. It was in- 
deed a praiſe worthy and commen- 
dable cuſtom amongſt the Fews, ta 
build their Sepulchers in their Gar- 
dens(as we may guels from Foh,19. 


41.) that ſo in the midſt of their 


pleaſures, they might behold Mo- 
numents of their mortality. 

 Tryly if we did frequently me- 
ditate upon our latter end, we 
ſbould live more like Chriſtians 
than we now do. The exd hath 
a very. great influence upon 
mens endeavors; hence 1s that 
general * Maxim, Finis altimas 
preſcribat regul gs totins vite, And 
itſeems that the Plalmiſt upon this 
account prays, Lord make me know 
mine end, and the meaſure of my 
days, that 1 may know how frail 
4 am, It 1s not to be doubted 
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1309 Of the Perid © 
but we ſhould order our conver- 
fation aright, If we had this-icon- 
fideration m our view; We thould 
Have but low and contemprtible - 
thoughts of the periſhing pleaſures 
which we now ſo much delight in. 
Then we ſhould be argued out of 
our folly in ſpending our years 
as 2 tale that is told, 1 
It is threatned a ſad Plagye'to 
the oppreſlor, that the number of 
his years are hidden from him, 
Job. 15. '20.' 'Heis a perſon that . 
never conſiders that his appovint- 
ed time approacheth, and that 
God will bring him intothe Gyave, 
the' place appointed for all living : 
and'it_ts laid down as the cauſe 
why Jeruſalem came down won- ' 
acrfully, that ſhe remembred] not 
her laſt end. Lam, 1. 9. Andtruly 
1t may be allo reckoned as the 
cauſe why Chriſtians live ſo'i:on- 
trary to the commendable rules 
of the Goſpel they profeſs. If we 
did but entertain ſomewhat more 
| familiar 
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familiar thoughts of our appointed 
time, we could not.but rectify 
thoſe abuſes we are.guilty of. But 
alas, all the paſſages of our time 
are filled up with cares about 
things that periſh : we can walk to 
the Grave with our friends, whom 
we once loved as intirely as our 
own lives, and reap as little advan- 
tage by their death as if we had ne- 
ver been acquainted withthem,ne- 
ver remembring, that we muſt go to 
them but they cannot return to us. 
But Secoxaly, although the Pe- 
riod of every Mans Lite is fixed 
in reſpe& of the Divine foreknow- 
ledg, yet to us it is uncertain , we 
know not when this Enemy.may 
ſurpriſe us. Of this we may fa 
what our Lord Chriſt faith of the 
day of judgment, b## of that day 
and hour we know not, When we 
leaſt ſuſpe& its approach it may 
call us to go hence and be no more. 
How many millions of ſtrange and 
unexpected accidents attend us 2 
| the 
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the Peſtilence walketh in dark- 
neſs, and Deſtruttion waſteth at 
non-day, aſtotiiſhing difpenſations 
may altarm us by night, and the 
devouring Arrow fleeth by day, 
Pſal. 91, 5. 6. When we goa- 
broad, we cannot promife to our 
felves a ſafe return, 'and at home 
when we put offour cloths, we 
cannot tell if we ſhall ever put 
them on again: the Grave 1s al- 
ways ready for us. What ſtrange 
kind of unknown diſeaſes doth 
our age produce, from which we 
cannot promiſe to our ſelves any. 
exemption 2 We live amongſt cru- 
el and mad Men, and do we know 
but thoſe Beaſts of prey may de- 
vour us © When we look for peace, 
deftruction may come. This was 
the Rich Mans Fate, who while 
he was promiſing himſelf reft for 
many days, that ſame night | his 
Soul was required of him, We 
are always apt to put the thoughts 
of this day far from us , when 
| we 


mworrow, Jam. 4. 13. 14» Alas 
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we enjoy health we never think of 
any. change, and that ickneis 
may ſeize upon us,and put a Period 


to our lives, We hve indeed at a 


reat deal of uncertainty; az alſo 

noweth not bis time,acthe Fifhes that 
are taken in an evil Net, and as the 
Birds that are caught in the ſuave: fo 
are the ſons of men [naxed in an evel 
time, when it falleth ſuddenly npors 
them, Eccl. 9. 12. We look upon 
Death as the unfaithful Servant 
did upon his Maſters coming, we 
think Death doth delay its comtng ; 
but it we were not fools we ſhould 


| always realize the quickneſs of its 


approach.May be we are young and 
ſtrong, how many ſuch have been 
called away in themorning of their. 
age © Goo too now ( ſaith the Apoſtle 
Fames ) ye that ſay to dayor to mor- 
row we will go into ſuch a City 
azd continne there a year and bly 4na 
fell and pet gain; whereas ye 
know mot what ſhall be on the 


Our 
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our days at beſt are but labor 
and ſorrow, for they are {oon cut 
off, and we flee away. When a 
few years are gone, Wee muſt. go 
the way of all fleſh + and yet upon 
the happy improvement of this 
depends our everlaſting happineſs 
or miſery ; for there 1s 0 work, 
nor device, nor knowledg, nor wi|- 
dom, in the Grave whither we ate 
going, Eccl. 9 10s | 
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